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Special  Inspectors:  Meat  Inspectors  (2)  (1  combined  post  with  that  of 
Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector)  :  Factories  and  Workshops  (1)  : 
Food,  Drugs  and  Dairies  (1)  :  Housing  (2)  :  Drainage  (2) 

Total 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors 
Rodent  Control  Officer  and  3  Rodent  Officers 


Removal  and  Disinfecting  Staff 
1  District  Health  Visitors 
)id;  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors 
ifi Municipal  Midwives 
■  Almoner  Clerk  (V.D.  Department) 
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8 
8 
4 
3 
16 
2 

23 
1 
1 

16 

3  Cleaners, 
and  Child 


[Sister  (Light  Treatment  Department) 

Clerical  Staff 

Drainage  Assistant,  1  Drainage  Van  driver.  Caretaker, 

87  Domestic  Helps,  3  Part-time  Caretakers  of  Maternity 
Welfare  Centres. 

3T.  MARK’S  DAY  NURSERY:  Matron,  Assistant  Matron  and  9  Nursing 
Staff,  Cook  and  3  Cleaners. 

THOMPSON  PARK  DAY  NURSERY:  Matron,  Assistant  Matron  and 
9  Nursing  Staff,  Cook  and  3  Cleaners. 

UPARKER  MEMORIAL  HOME  FOR  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS:— 
Superintendent,  Deputy  Superintendent  and  1  Cleaner. 

BttPUPIL  MIDWIFERY  HOSTEL,  4  THORNHILL  PARK: 

Resident  Superintendent,  Cook,  Maid  and  2  Cleaners. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 


of  the  Health  Committee. 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  twenty-thircl  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  County  Borough  of  Sunderland  for  the  year 
1949. 

The  civilian  population  of  the  Borough  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  is  181,840,  an  increase  of  740  on  the  figure  for 
1948. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
8,609,  of  which  1,833  were  males  and  1,776  were  females,  repre¬ 
senting  a  live  birth  rate  of  19.9  per  1,000  of  the  population  com¬ 
pared  with  21.4  for  the  previous  year,  actually  264  fewer  births. 
The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  126  Great  Towns  were 
16.7  and  18.7  respectively. 

During  the  year  2,385  deaths  were  recorded  (1,265  males  and 
1,120  females),  an  increase  of  135  on  the  previous  year,  equal  to 
a  death  rate  of  13.1  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rates  for 
England  and  Wales  and  the  126  Great  Towns  were  11.7  and  12.5 
respectively. 

206  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  equal  to  an  infant 
Mortality  rate  of  57  per  1,000  live  births.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  32  and  for  the  126  Great  Towns  37.  93  of  the  206 
infant  deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of  one  month,  equal  to  a 
neo-natal  mortality  rate  of  25  per  1,000  live  births.  The  biggest 
hope  in  the  reduction  in  infant  mortality  lies  in  preventing  deaths 
in  prematurely  born  infants. 

Six  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  giving  a 
Maternal  Mortality  rate  of  1.61  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births; 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.98. 

The  principal  causes  of  death,  in  order  of  numerical  import¬ 
ance,  were  heart  diseases  (665),  respiratory  diseases  (349), 
cancer  (322)  and  tuberculosis  (141). 

Tuberculosis.  Whilst  the  death  rate  of  0.77  for  all  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  is  low  for  the  Borough,  the  incidence  of  this  disease 
is  not  so  gooci.  The  total  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  to  me  was  328,  namely  279  pulmonary  and  49  non-pul- 
monary,  an  increase  of  3  on  the  previous  year.  Of  these  ‘279 
pulmonary  notifications  (which  is  the  highest  since  1934),  16 
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ii  occurred  among  children  under  the  age  of  hve  years  and  48  be- 
|  tween  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen.  If  you  compare  these  figures 
with  those  of  1939,  instead  of  16  children  under  the  age  of  5  years, 
there  were  none;  and  instead  of  48  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15, 
there  were  only  8.  There  is  still,  therefore,  a  greater  number  of 
children  being  infected  in  the  homes  and  the  probable  reason  for 
this  is  that  where  there  is  an  open  case  of  tuberculosis,  i.e.,  a 
case  with  positive  sputum,  being  treated  at  home,  there  is  danger 
of  children  becoming  infected,  even  though  a  patient  may  have 
a  room  to  himself. 


[ 
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Various  recommendations  have  been  made  throughout  the 
Jlyear  regarding  the  best  method  of  preventing  children  becoming 
alii  infected  at  home;  and  attempts  are  being  made  to  billet  out  these 
l|  children  with  relatives  or  in  another  home  where  there  is  no 
|j  question  of  infection.  Other  approaches  are  in  the  direction  of 
jl  obtaining  a  large  house  to  accommodate  such  children  and  the 
i  consideration  of  B.C.Gf.  inoculation. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  total  notifications  of  general  infec- 
:<  tious  diseases  numbered  3,973  compared  with  3,685  for  the  pre- 
•C!  vious  year,  there  being  a  decrease  of  282  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 

(  but  an  increase  of  326  Whooping  Cough  and  42  Influenzal 
Pneumonias.  Following  the  great  reduction  in  the  incidence  of 
Diphtheria  in  1947  and  1948,  there  was  a  further  reduction  for  the 
til  year  under  review  and  there  were  onl  v  2  deaths  from  this  disease. 
Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  has  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  the  year  and  towards  the  close  there  was  the 
suspicion  abroad  that  as  the  result  of  such  immunisation  cases 
of  Infantile  Paralysis  might  develop.  This  problem  is 
9l  carefully  watched. 
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Health  Centre.  During  the  year  meetings  with  general  prac¬ 
titioners  of  the  Executive  Council  and  various  Corporation  Com¬ 
mittees  have  taken  place  and  provisional  schemes  drawn  up  for 
the  establisment  of  a  Health  Centre  on  the  Springwell  Estate. 

It  is  intended  that  general  practitioners  and  dental  surgeons 
will  be  given  facilities  at  such  a  health  centre,  where  a  whole¬ 
time  pharmacist  will  be  employed,  and  that  infant  welfare  and 
ante-natal  as  well  as  School  Medical  services  will  be  carried  out 
in  that  district. 

•  In  order  to  save  time  for  the  inhabitants  of  that  area,  it  is 
intended  to  provide  office  accommodation  for  health  visitors,  mid¬ 
wives,  district  nurses  and  sanitary  inspectors. 

Domestic  Helps.  Previously,  two  types  of  helpers  visited  the 
homes,  one  a  Home  Help  in  connection  with  maternity  cases  and 
the  other  a  Domestic  Help  in  connection  with  other  illnesses. 
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These  have  now  been  amalgamated  and  designated  as  Domestic 
Helps.  These  Domestic  Helps  are  available  for  assistance  in  a 
home  where  there  is  illness,  a  confinement  or  any  condition  where 
help  is  required  of  a  domestic  nature.  This  scheme  has  been  ex¬ 
tended  and  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of  this  Deport  a  whole- 
time  Domestic  Help  Organiser  has  been  appointed  for  supervising 
these  helpers  to  free  the  qualified  staff  to  carry  out  more  profes¬ 
sional  duties.  One  of  the  main  reasons  for  the  expansion  of  this 
Services  is  the  need  for  more  care  in  the  homes  of  the  aged. 

Home  Nursing.  The  Sunderland  District  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion,  as  a  Voluntary  Body,  has  in  the  past  carried  out  all  this 
work.  The  Association  is  now  acting  as  agents  for  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  and  its  excellent  work  has  been  extended  in  many  details. 

It  is  contemplated  in  the  future  that  a  scheme  for  “Sitters- 
up ’ '  for  people  who  are  very  ill  and  require  assistance  during  the 
night  will  be  provided. 

Ambulance  Services.  Further  on  in  the  Deport  will  be  found 
particulars  of  the  expansion  of  this  Service  which  has  performed 
a  very  adequate  work  during  the  year.  The  time  is  coming  when 
the  General  Hospital  will  no  longer  be  able  to  house  the 
Ambulance  Services  and  a  Central  Ambulance  Depot  will  be 
required. 

The  policy  of  the  Council  has  continued  of  the  replacement 
of  twro  old  ambulances  per  year  by  two  new  vehicles. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care.  The  Council  has 

always  had  a  very  efficient  ‘Care  and  After-care’  service  fcr 
tuberculous  persons.  This  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
Guild  of  Help  and  a  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee  and  since  -July 
oth ,  1948  the  work  has  been  extended  to  cover  all  types  of  illness. 

The  basic  function  of  the  ‘Care  and  After-care’  Committee  is 
to  help  to  solve  the  problems  which  beset  the  tuberculous  patient 
and  his  family  and,  apart  from  the  medical  aspect,  other  impor¬ 
tant  factors  to  be  considered  are  social,  economic  and  phycholo- 
gical.  There  are  few  who  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the 
tragedy  of  tuberculosis  but  when  economic  stress  and  other 
anxieties  are  added,  the  problem  is  amplified.  To  mitigate  these 
troubles,  visits  to  the  families  are  arranged  and  advice  and 
financial  help  afforded  which  assuredly  assist  in  the  alleviation 
of  their  distress  and  improvement  of  the  patient  and  family. 

An  Occupational  Therapy  Scheme  for  the  tuberculous  has 
been  contemplated  for  some  time  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  in 
obtaining  an  Occupational  Centre,  domiciliary  training  has  been 


considered  and  it  is  hoped  to  institute  this  training  in  the  not  too 
distant  future  when  tuberculous  patients  will  be  afforded  training 
at  home  in  a  useful  occupation  which  apart  from  securing  them 
some  small  additional  income,  will  help  to  improve  their  morale. 


I  have  again  to  record  with  pleasure  the  continual  hard  and 
effective  work  carried  out  by  the  whole  of  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department. 

A.  STUART  HEBBLETH WAITE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
“Thornholme,  ” 


Sunderland. 

August,  1950. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND. 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH 


Area.  The  Area  of  the  Borough  is  6,959  acres  exclusive  of 
foreshore  and  tidal  waters. 

Population.  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  civilian 
population  of  the  Borough  is  181,340. 

Inhabited  Houses.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end 
of  1949,  according  to  the  Rate  Books,  was  40,081. 

Rateable  Value.  The  rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1949,  was 
£975,031,  and  the  sum  represented  bv  a  penny  rate  for  1948-49 
was  £3,880. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

3,462 

1,749 

1,713 

Illegitimate 

.. 

147 

84 

63 

BIRTH-RATE  per  1,000  estimated 

resident 

population 

.. 

19.9 

Stillbirths— Legitimate  92,  Illegitimate 

8 

100 

54 

46 

RATE  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births 

26.9 

Deaths  . 

2,385 

1.265 

1,120 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  estimated 

resident 

population 

. 

13.1 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

Deaths. 

Rate 

per  1,000 

births. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

6 

1.61 

Total  . 

6 

1.61 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  56 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  68 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  322 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  7 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 
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r>J  Causes  of  Death  during  1949. 


nlyphoid  and  para-typhoid  fevers 

ulerebro- Spinal  Fever . 

tsharlet  Fever  . 

yphooping  Cough  . 

^diphtheria  ...  . 

faliberculosis  of  Resp.  System 
Pher  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Jijtphilitic  diseases 

t :  ilucnza . 

olisasles 

lute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio 
riij  Encephalitis 
lute  Inf.  Encephalitis 

vs  nee r.  Malignant  disease 

^ijabetes 

ultra-cranial  vascular  lesions 
“art  Diseases  ... 

Iher  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

irtonchitis  . 

x  eumonia 

[  per  Respiratory  diseases 
jjper  of  istomach  or  duodenum 
iiprrhoea  under  2  years 

I  pendicitis  .  . 

|  ler  digestive  diseases  . 


Jr] erperal  and  Post  Abort.  Sepsis 
(  ler  Maternal  Causes 
1 1 mature  birth 


ngenital  malformation;  birth 
injuries ;  infant  diseases 
cide 

rd  traffic  accidents  ... 

|er  violent  causes 
other  causes 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  sub-joined  ages  of  ‘Residents’ 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  district. 

Sex 

All 

Under 

l  to 

5  to 

15  to 

45  to 

65  & 

Ages 

1  yr. 

5  yr. 

15 

45 

65 

over 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

- - 

— 

M 

4 

0 

w 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

4 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

F 

6 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.  M 

76 

— — 

— 

2 

36 

32 

6 

F 

47 

— 

— 

— 

39 

7 

1 

.  M 

8 

2 

— 

1 

5 

— 

— 

F 

10 

— 

2 

— 

6 

2 

— 

M 

5 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

F 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

M 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

6 

F 

13 

— 

— 

1 

6 

6 

.  M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.  F 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

■  M 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

F 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

•  M 

160 

— 

1 

— 

11 

61 

87 

F 

162 

— 

— 

14 

67 

81 

.  M 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

F 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

.  M 

95 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

75 

F 

136 

_ 

— 

_ 

1 

24 

111 

•  M 

352 

_ 

1 

17 

81 

253 

F 

313 

— 

— 

1 

17 

55 

240 

M 

40 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

35 

F 

58 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

51 

•  M 

111 

7 

— 

6 

43 

55 

F 

81 

9 

1 

— 

1 

17 

53 

•  M 

60 

30 

— 

3 

11 

16 

F 

61 

23 

5 

1 

9 

23 

•  M 

24 

— 

2 

5 

13 

4 

F 

12 

— 

— 

2 

7 

3 

•  M 

19 

— 

— 

1 

11 

7 

F 

9 

j-j 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

•  M 

19 

19 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

F 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•  M 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

F 

6 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

•  M 

12 

— 

— 

4 

5 

3 

F 

25 

— 

1 

— 

5 

5 

14 

•  M 

17 

— 

— 

2 

4 

11 

F 

24 

— 

— 

4 

7 

13 

•  F 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•  F 

6 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

•  M 

39 

39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

18 

18 

— 

— 

_ 

M 

35 

28 

1 

3 

3 

— 

•  F 

14 

11 

1 

— 

2 

— 

•  M 

17 

— 

— 

3 

8 

6 

F 

6 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

•  M 

13 

— 

4 

3 

4 

2 

— 

F 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

•  M 

36 

1 

3 

— 

14 

8 

10 

F 

8 

1 

2 

— 

1 

3 

1 

•  M 

95 

2 

2 

5 

11 

17 

58 

F 

83 

— 

1 

— 

9 

16 

57 

M 

1265 

131 

16 

17 

128 

335 

638 

F 

1120 

75 

19 

2 

118 

241 

665 

TOTALS 
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SECTION  B. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 


During  the  year,  the  Central  Ambulance  Service  had  28,727 
calls.  This  was  not  entirely  due  to  a  great  increase  of  sickness 
and  accidents  but  to  the  increased  demand  for  conveyances  for 
people  attending  Out-patient  Departments. 

The  number  of  vehicles  in  operation  in  the  Service  is  nine 
ambulances,  two  sitting  case  cars,  and  one  Standard  van  for  the 
removal  of  dead  bodies,  making  a  total  of  twelve  vehicles. 

Vehicles: 

ABE  15,  ABE  519,  and  ABE  602  are  new  ambulances; 
DTJV  271  is  a  IB  years  old  Buick  with  a  Lomas  body; 

GrE  5978  is  a  12  years  old  Bedford  used  for  Infectious  cases ; 
GB  7578  is  a  9  years  old  Humber  ex-police  van,  used  for 
accidents ; 

GGW  582  is  a  9  years  old  Chevrolet  ex-Eed  Cross ; 

YD  9696  (Buick)  is  an  ex-A.R.P.  ambulance; 

VN  8610  (Studebaker)  is  an  ex-A.B.P.  ambulance. 

Sitting  Case  Cars: 

BXX  291  is  a  15  years  old  Buick  Limousine  used  for  sitting- 
cases  and  for  towing  Immunisation  van; 

•IE  3692  is  a  14  years  old  Wolseley  saloon  used  for  sitting 
cases ; 

GE  8962  is  a  Standard  goods  van  used  for  certain  classified 
bodies. 

Staff: 

The  strength  of  the  staff  during  1949  was  as  follows:  — 

1  Ambulance  Officer. 

1  Deputy  Ambulance  Officer. 

3  drivers — 12  midnight  to  8  a.m. 

3  ,,  4  p.m.  to  12  midnight. 

2  ,,  9  a.m.  to  to  5  p.m.,  for  accidents. 

2  ,,  1  p.m.  to  9  p.m.,  to  cover  peak  period. 

7  ,,  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

3  ,,  Belief  for  rest  days  of  Staff. 

2  ,,  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  4  p.m.  to  12  midnight 

(for  H.I.D.  cases). 
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Central  Garage: 

From  a  perusal  of  this  Report  it  will  be  obvious  that  the 
Ambulance  Service  has  been  fully  utilised  during  the  year  under 
review.  Every  driver  is  trained  in  1st  Aid  and  the  use  of  “Novox” 
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Breathing  Apparatus  for  resuscitation.  In  the  case  of  emergency 
maternity  cases  each  driver  has  his  instructions,  and  special 
equipment  is  carried. 

The  chief  difficulty  during  the  year  has  been  due  to  the 
cramped  premises  allotted  to  the  Ambulance  Service  at  the 
General  Hospital;  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  remedied  in 
the  very  near  future  by  the  provision  of  a  separate  ambulance 
depot.  _ 


SECTION  C. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. — The  total  number  of  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  functioning  in  1949  was  11-  A  new  centre  was  opened 
in  Ettrick  Grove  Wesleyan  Chapel  on  the  7th  April,  1949,  for  the 
Humbledon,  St,  Nicholas  and  Ettrick  Grove,  areas.  St.  Mary’s 
Church  Hall  was  removed  from  Humbledon  to  Springwell  and  a 
centre  was  continued  there.  Three  sessions  continued  weekly  in 
St.  Mark’s  Church  Hall,  Millfield,  and  two  sessions  weekly  in 
Priesfman  Hall,  making  a  total  of  14  weekly  sessions.  The 
majority  of  the  premises  are  overcrowded  and  unsuitable  for 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  it  is  impossible  to  do  “group” 
mother  craft  teaching,  etc.  in  these  conditions.  The  premises, 
7  Newcastle  Road,  previously  used  as  P.A.C.  offices  are  expected 
to  be  opened  early  next  year  for  daily  use  as  a  central  clinic  for 
the  North  side  of  the  Borough. 


The  situation  of  the  Centres  is  shown  hereunder:  — 


Day. 

Mornings. 

Afternoons. 

Monday 

Southwick:  St.  Hilda’s 

Church  Hall. 

Tuesday 

Ford  Estate :  Social  Service 
Hall. 

Grangetown:  St.  Aidan’s 
Church  Hall. 

Springwell:  St.  Mary’s 

Church  Hall. 

Wed’s  day 

Millfield:  St.  Mark’s  Church 
Hall. 

Millfield:  St.  Mark’s  Church 
Hall. 

Thursday 

Millfield:  St.  Mark’s  Church 
Hall. 

Central:  The  Citadel, 

Lambton  Street. 

Monkwearmouth :  Dock  Street 
Church  Hall. 

Pailion:  St.  Mary  Magdalenes 
Church  Hall. 

Humbledon:  Ettrick  Grove 
Wesleyan  Chapel. 

Friday 

Fulwell:  Priestman  Hall. 

Fulwell:  Priestman  Hall. 

Hendon:  St.  Barnabas  Church 
Hall. 
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Ante-Natal  Clinics. — The  number  of  ante-natal  sessions  held 
weekly  during  1949  was  5.  2  sessions  continued  weekly  at  Hylton 
Road  School  clinic  and  three  weekly  sessions  at  The  Citadel, 
Lamb  ton  Street. 


The  attendances  compared  with  the  previous  year  are  shown 


hereunder :  — 

Year. 

194S 

1949 


Primary 

attendances. 

1332 

1249 


Subsequent 

attendances. 

3134 

3043 


A  report  of  the  patient's  condition  at  each  examination  was 
sent  by  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Doctor  or  Midwife  booked  for 
the  confinement. 


Post-natal  Clinic. — One  session  weekly  was  held  at  The 
Citadel,  Lambton  Street.  119  cases  were  examined  and  157 
re-visits  were  made. 

Non-Y.D.  Clinic.— This  session  continued  to  be  held  weekly 
at  the  end  of  the  Post-natal  Clinic.  34  primary  attendances  were 
made  and  51  subsequent  visits. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. — The  following  table  shows  the 
total  number  of  children  in  their  age  groups  who  wTere  immunised 
during  the  year  compared  with  1948:  — 


Year 

0-1  yrs. 

1-2  yrs. 

2-3  yrs. 

3-4  yrs. 

4-5  yrs. 

5-9  yrs.  9-14  yrs. 

Total 

1948 

353 

1381 

214 

122 

334 

132 

2536 

1949 

671 

1021 

305 

59 

209 

154  — 

2419 

“Boosting"  Doses:  277  injections  were  given  at  school  entry 
age  to  children  who  had  previously  been  immunised  as  compared 
with  351  in  the  previous  year. 


M  o  b  i  1  e  I  m  m  un  i  s  a t  io  n  Unit: 

Diphtheria:  Partial  Immunisations  152,  Complete  Immuni¬ 
sations  68.  Combined  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria  Immuni¬ 
sations:  First  375;  Second  253;  Complete  Immunisations  245. 
These  are  included  in  above  table. 

Whooping  Cough:  First  50;  Second  37;  Complete  Immuni¬ 
sations  36. 

Vaccinations:  2  First  and  4  subsequent  vaccinations  were 
completed. 


COMBINED  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  DIPHTHERIA 


IMMUNISATION. 
First  injections 
Second  injections 
Third  injections 


1099 

1024 

978 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 

First  injections  ...  ...  ...  202 

Second  injections  ...  ...  ...  184 

Third  injections  ...  ...  ...  168 

Vaccinations:  449  primary  vaccinations  were  successful. 
77  re- vaccinations  were  carried  out. 

Health  Visitors. — There  were  1  Superintendent  Health 
Visitor  and  16  Health  Visitors  on  the  staff  at  the  end  of  the  year 
instead  of  the  full  establishment  of  1  Superintendent  and  21 
Health  Visitors. 

Miss  Riddell  and  Miss  Cook  retired  during  the  year  with 
over  25  years’  service  each  to  their  credit. 

One  Health  Visitor  continued  to  act  as  a  full-time  Almoner 
for  the  V.l).  Department  of  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

One  Health  Visitor  was  granted  one  year’s  leave  of  absence 
from  October  1st,  1949,  to  take  the  c< Children’s  Officers”  Home 
Office  Course. 

During  the  year  Health  Visitors  paid  44,966  visits  to  homes 
in  addition  to  attendances  at  Welfare  Centres,  Ante-natal  Clinics 
and  Special  Clinics.  The  visits  included  those  to  persons  for  the 
purpose  of  revision  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Register.  Details 
of  the  visits  are  given  in  tabular  form  on  page  19. 

Municipal  Midwifery  Service. — There  are  1  Non -medical 
Supervisor,  1  Deputy  Non-medical  Supervisor  and  22  Midwives 
on  the  established  staff,  but  at  no  time  during  the  year  was  there 
a  full  complement  of  midwives.  It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  to 
record  the  death  of  Miss  Harper,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  on  the  12th 
December,  1949.  Miss  Harper  served  as  a  District  Teacher  for 
over  2  years  and  was  on  the  staff  for  5  years. 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  attended  by  Munici¬ 
pal  Mid  wives:  — 

Midwifery  cases  1144  requiring  20,251  nursing  visits. 
Maternity  cases  449  requiring  5,241  nursing  visits. 
Miscarriages  12. 

Ante-natal  visits  to  patients  7,889. 

Post-natal  visits  to  patients  2,937. 

Municipal  Midwives  continued  to  “follow  up’'  cases  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  General  Hospital  before  completion  of  the 
puerperium. 

There  were  641  cases  referred  to  us  as  requiring  further 
nursing  and  4,178  nursing  visits  were  made, 
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Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. — (a)  Gas  and  air  analgesia  was 
administered  to  229  cases,  as  compared  with  112  cases  in  1948,  by 
Municipal  Midwives,  (b)  Gas  and  air  Analgesia  was  administered 
to  48  cases  by  Midwives  of  the  District  Nursing  Association 
compared  with  87  cases  in  the  previous  year. 

District  Nursing  Association. — Domiciliary  Midwifery: — The 
following  cases  were  taken  by  Midwives  of'  the  District  Nursing 
Association :  — 

Midwifery  cases  891,  requiring  10,188  nursing  visits. 

Maternity  cases  230,  requiring  5,430  nursing  visits. 

Miscarriages  16. 

Ante-natal  visits  to  patients  4,328. 

Post-natal  visits  to  patients  1,151. 

Sunderland  Second  Period  Training  School. — The  second 
period  training  of  pupil  midwives  continued  throughout  the 
year.  23  pupils  completed  their  training  and  22  were  successful 
in  obtaining  their  certificates  at  the  first  attempt.  The  failure 
was  successful  at  the  second  attempt. 

No.  4  Thornhill  Park  was  opened  on  February  1st,  1949,  as 
a  hostel  for  the  reception  of  pupil  midwives  during  their  second 
period  training.  There  is  accommodation  for  1  Superintendent, 
1  cook  and  18  pupils. 

Premature  Infants. — One  District  Teacher  Midwife  received 
one  months  special  training  in  the  care  of  premature  infants  at 
the  Sorrento  Hospital,  Birmingham  in  1949. 

209  notifications  of  premature  births  were  received. 

The  deaths  occurring  among  these  children  numbered  82. 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  the  time  of  death:  — 


Neo- natal  Deaths 

Months 

Under  24  hours 

2  8  days 

8-28  days 

2  3  4 

5 

6 

7  ;  8 

' 

40 

34 

3 

3  1  — 

1 

— 

! 

i 

Deaths  occurring  from  accidental  Mechanical  suffocation:  — 
3 ,  viz  :  — 

(1)  5-1-49  Asphyxia  due  to  head  having  become  wedged 

between  the  end  of  a  bed  and  the  wall  of  a 
caravan. 

(2) 10-2-49  Asphyxia — deceased  accidentally  asphyxiated  by 

turning  over  on  his  face  while  in  pram, 


15 


(3)  5-5-49  Asphyxia  by  drowning — accidentally  drowned  by 
falling  into  cesspool. 

Home  Helps  (Maternity). — Home  Helps  were  employed  in 
239  houses  during  the  year. 

Domestic  Helps. — Domestic  Helps  were  employed  in  308 
homes,  including  6  homes  in  which  there  were  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  87  full  time  and 

-  . 

part-time  Helps  employed. 

352  applications  were  made  for  the  service  of  Domestic  Helps. 

In  44  cases,  Helps  were  not  supplied  owing  to  non-eligibility 
and  the  applications  were  withdrawn. 

The  Scheme  has  grown  considerably  and  in  consequence  a 
female  clerk  was  appointed  in  June,  1949.  The  visiting  and 
yetting  of  homes  was  done  by  the  Health  Visiting  Staff. 

Every  application  received  full  attention  and  on  the  whole 
the  general  public  seems  to  have  appreciated  the  Service  judging 
by  the  letters  of  thanks  received.  Help  in  the  home  has  varied 
from  a  few  hours  daily  to  full-time  service.  In  some  cases  help 
has  continued  for  weeks  and  in  chronic  cases  for  months. 

Ultra  Yiolet  Radiation.  — 405  mothers  and  children  made 
11,319  attendances  for  U.V.R.  treatment  at  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  and  91  pre-school  children  made  1,098  at  the  Southwick 

School  Clinic,  where  two  sessions  weekly  continued  to  be  held 

♦ 

throughout  the  year  for  the  “under  5’s.” 


Treatment  was  given  for  the  following  conditions:  — 


Thornholme 

(Health  Dept.) 

Southwick. 

Rickets 

98 

32 

General  Debility  . . . 

267 

56 

Bronchitis 

16 

1 

Delayed  Dentition 

3 

2 

Anaemia 

13 

— 

Anaemia  of  Pregnancy 

8 

— 

405 

91 

Minor  Ailments. — 29  pre-s 

dances. 

chool  children  made 

229  at  ten- 

Dental  Treatment. — 363  pre-school  children  made  413  atten¬ 
dances,  233  mothers  were  treated  making  420  attendances. 
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Ophthalmic  Clinic. — fi7  pre-school  children  suffering  from 
defective  vision  were  examined  and  glasses  were  prescribed  in  41 
cases. 


N.S.P.C.C. — 5  new  cases  were  referred  to  this  society. 

Infant  Life  Protection  Act;  Adoption  of  Children  (Regula¬ 
tion)  Act,  1939  . — The  work  in  connection  with  the  above  acts  was 
transferred  to  Children's  Committee  in  May,  1949. 

t j  7 


Illegitimate  Children. — Unmarried  expectant  mothers  and 
married  women  expecting  illegitimate  children  are  referred  from 
the  Health  Department  to  the  Moral  Welfare  Officer.  The  cases 
during  1949  were  :  — 


Unmarried  Mothers 

Married  women  with  illegitimate  children 
Widows:  with  illegitimate  children 
Divorced  women  with  illegitimate  children 


59 

6 

2 

3 


Home  for  Unmarried  Mothers. — 

Girls  admitted  during  1949  ...  ...  ...  21 

Babies  admitted  during  1949  ...  ...  ...  14 


Patients  continue  to  be  referred  to  the  General  Hospital  for 
delivery. 


Average  length  of  stay:  — 

Ante-natal  period  ...  ...  ...  ...  47  days. 

Post-natal  period  ...  ...  ...  ...  29  days. 

Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. — One  nursing  home  is  on 
the  register.  No  unregistered  homes  were  discovered  during  the 
year  and  no  applications  for  registration  were  received. 

Blind  Persons  Act. — 40  visits  were  paid  by  Health  visitors 
to  44  persons  on  the  partially  blind  register.  4  new  patients  were 
added  to  the  register,  1  patient  removed  from  register,  2  removed 
from  district,  and  1  died. 

Day  Nurseries. — Gt.  Mark’s  Day  Nursery,  Chester  Road  and 
Thompson  Park  Day  Nursery  both  admit  children  from  0 — 5  years 
and  have  accommodation  for  50  children  each.  There  continued 
to  be  a  long  waiting  list  for  both  nurseries  and  admission,  with 
few  exceptions,  is  allowed  only  for  priority  cases,  i.e.,  children 
whose  mothers  are  working  in  essential  industries  and  in 
hospitals.  The  priority  class  also  includes  girls  who  are  support¬ 
ing  illegitimate  children. 

Five  candidates  were  trained  and  entered  for  the  examination! 
of  the  National  Nursery  Nurses  Examination  Board.  All  were: 
successful  in  obtaining  the  certificate. 
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Nutrition  Grants. — Free  grants  were  given  for  medical 
reasons  in  a  few  cases  of  hardship  but  only  as  a  temporary 
measure.  Total  cost  amounted  to  26/5. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SCHOOL 


DENTAL  OFFICER. 


Dental  Treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  of 

Pre-School  Children. 

The  treatment  of  dental  disease  among  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children  was  continued  during 
the  year. 

In  the  treatment  of  these  priority  groups,  the  ideal  to  be 
aimed  at  is  a  scheme  which  provides  for  the  dental  inspection 
and  treatment  of  every  expectant  and  nursing  mother,  and 
inspection  of  pre-school  children  at  least  twice  in  each  year. 
Our  scheme  inevitably  falls  short  of  this  ideal  owing  to  inade¬ 
quate  staff,  and  further  progress  can  only  be  made  when  increased 
staff  and  facilities  are  available. 

Mothers  and  children  are  inspected  at  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres  and  wrhere  necessary  are  referred  to  the 
dental  clinics  for  treatment.  The  work  done  for  the  mothers 
consists  chiefly  in  the  removal  of  gross  sepsis  by  the  extraction 
of  carious  teeth  and  the  provision  of  dentures.  In  the  case  of 
pre-school  children,  little  more  than  emergency  treatment  for 
the  relief  of  pain  has  been  attempted. 

Arrangements  for  the  supply  of  dentures  by  a  private  dental 
technician  were  continued  during  the  year. 

Three  sessions  weekly  were  held  for  the  treatment  of  adults 
at  the  Out-Patients'  Department  of  the  General  Hospital. 

Pre-School  children  are  seen  at  the  school  dental  clinic 
situated  in  the  area  in  which  they  live. 


(a)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care: 


-d 

© 

§ 

c6 

X 

W 

Needing 

1  Treatment 

Treated 

i 

i 

1 

Made 

Dentally 

Fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

308 

270 

233 

1 8 1 

i 

Children  under  five  ...  ...  372 

363 

363 

1 

$ 
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(b)  Forms  of  treatment  provided: 


Jl 

O 

o 

X, 

Anaesthetics 

Sj 

CL 

ry 

3  - 

» 5 

o  £ 
s-  “ 
bfl  s 

a  ^ 

Silver  Nitrate 
Treat  ment 

bfl 

■j: 

rfi 

V 

J. 

Q. 

05 

bi 

O 

J 

Dentures  pi ovided 

b 

I 

© 

5 

O 

2h 

Expectant  and 
Nursing 
Mothers 

1,157 

107 

88 

42 Int  ra¬ 
venous 
46  NO 

2 

52 

49 

Nil 

34 

2 

25 

12 

Children  under 
five  ... 

551 

Nil 

424 

NO 

2 

5 

— 

7 

31 

Nil 

— 

— 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

Work  done  by  the  Sunderland  District  Nursing  Association 
on  behalf  of  the  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority. 


HOME  NURSING 

Number  of  Home  Nurses  employed  at  31st  December, 

1949 — Whole- time  on  Home  Nursing  ...  20 

Number  of  Home  Nurses  employed  at  31st  December, 

1949 — Part-time  on  Home  Nursing  ...  ...  2 

Equivalent  of  Whole-time  Services  devoted  by  Home 

Nurses  to  Home  Nursing  ...  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  Home  Nurses  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60,362 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  Home  Nurses  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,652 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (SECTION  47). 

This  Section  deals  with  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of 
persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  No  action  was  taken  by 
the  Welfare  Committee  during  1949, 


WORK  DONE  BY  MUNICIPAL  MIDWIVES,  1949 


Midwife. 

: 

No.  of  Midwifery 

Cases 

No.  of  Maternity 

Cases 

Number  of  Medical  Aids. 

Transferred  to 

General  Hospital 

Trans,  to  Hospital 

for  Inf.  Diseases 

Transferred  to 

Royal  Infirmary 

Trans,  to  Monk’mtl 

and  Southwick  Hosj 

Death  of  Baby 

Still  Birth 

Source  of  Infection 

tc 

J 

73 

'5 

c 

< 

Ruptured 

Perineum 

Delayed 

Labour 

Mal-presenta- 

tion 

Mis-carriage 

Pyrexia 

Illness  of 

Mother 

Illness  of 

Baby 

Adherent 

Placenta 

Haemorrhage 

Discharge  of 

eyes 

Anaesthetic 

Eclampsia 

Placenta 

Praevia 

Total 

K.  Baird  ..  ...  ... 

1 

23 

1 

7 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

•  - 

— 

7 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

J.  M.  Bennett 

6 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 

I.  Burton  .. 

68 

20 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

14 

1 

4 

1 

j  - 

1 

3 

_ 

2 

A.  S.  Chowns 

64 

12 

5 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

_ 

4 

P.  M.  Conlin 

52 

8 

8 

1 

_ 

_ 

— 

3 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

I.  Dennis  ... 

27 

16 

3 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

— 

1 

M.  Dickinson 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

J.  M.  Elliott  . 

31 

18 

4 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

D.  0.  Gibson 

70 

8 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

K.  Harper 

12 

•  8 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

M.  H.  Hooper 

68 

21 

11 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

£0 

3 

— 

1 

1 

7 

M.  Hutchinson  ... 

32 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

1 

1 

3 

G.  Loxham 

92 

36 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

5 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

7 

E.  1.  Lynn 

84 

14 

5 

5 

1 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

17 

2 

_ 

1 

E.  M.  Marsh 

64 

18 

3 

3 

_ 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

6 

— 

1 

3 

2 

T.  Perigo  ... 

55 

45 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

_ 

2 

3 

E.  A.  Pickering  ... 

96 

48 

11 

2 

— 

2 

— 

3 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

3 

— 

_ 

_ 

o 

4 

M.  J.  D.  Kobertson 

36 

8 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

L.  Robinson 

69 

62 

9 

— 

1 

i 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

14 

2 

1 

1 

9 

9 

E.  Smith  ... 

24 

13 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

N.  Steer  ... 

59 

41 

3 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

12 

3 

1 

B.  Stephenson  ... 

54 

17 

— 

3 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

8 

4 

_ 

__ 

1 

3 

1 

J.  Strachan 

8 

6 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

E.  A.  R.  Withycombe  ... 

49 

22 

5 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

14 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1144 

449 

101 

28 

10 

12 

21 

23 

14 

4 

19 

i 

Q 

— 

- 1 

— 

— 

District  Nurses 

391 

246 

42 

17 

3 

10 

3 

9 

10 

2 

ii 

5 

— 

O 

z 

232 

112 

40 

18 

1 

2 

1 

15 

24 

2 

41 

A 

1535 

695 

143 

45 

13 

22 

3 

30 

33 

16 

30 

6 

— 

3 

344 

58 

_ 

1 

9 

1 

3 

18 

7 

31 

4 

6 

45 

19 
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SECTION  D. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water.  The  source  of  supply  remains  unchanged  and  the 
quality  and  quantity  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewage.  6.60  miles  of  new  sewers  were  laid 
during  the  year  under  review  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  and 
during  the  year  64  feet  of  cast-iron  drains  and  6,298  feet  of  stone¬ 
ware  drains  have  been  laid. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  No  action  has  been  taken  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  pollution  of  the  river  Wear  which  takes  the  effluent 
from  13  sewers. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  river  Wear  is  a  tidal  river  and 
taking  sewage,  little  can  be  done  to  prevent  or  mitigate  pollution. 

Closet  Accommodation.  During  the  year  211  broken  or  other¬ 
wise  defective  watercloset  basins  were  replaced  by  new  washdown 
pedestal  basins. 

Below  will  be  found  a  table  showing  the  conveniences  in  the 
Borough  at  the  end  of  1949:  — 

Houses,  &c.5  with  water-closets  and  movable 

ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38,618 

Houses,  &c.,  with  ashpits,  privies  and  ashpits 

pan  privies,  &c.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  74  x 

x  These  are  not  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  a  sewer. 

Public  Cleansing.  The  amount  of  domestic  refuse  removed 
during  1949  was  68,350  tons;  street  refuse,  15,080  tons;  salvage 
(including  kitchen  waste)  2,507  tons.  In  addition,  76,239  gullies 
were  emptied. 

The  arrangement  for  removal  of  house  refuse  remains 
efficient,  the  whole  of  the  removal  being  carried  out  bv  means  of 

7  O 

closed  carts,  which  are  almost  entirelv  motor  driven. 

« 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  The  number  of  visits  made 
during  the  period  under  review  by  the  District  Inspectors  (includ¬ 
ing  inspections,  advisory  visits,  etc.)  was  21,917, 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  BY  THE 

DISTRICT  INSPECTORS. 


Infectious  Disease 

193 

Houses 

Infectious  Disease  Contacts 

60 

and 

Alleged  Nuisances  (Unfounded  complaints  40) 

...  3,077 

Premises : 

House  to  House  work  . 

...  1,118 

visits  or  < 

Housing  Acts 

246 

' 

Occupants 

341 

examina- 

Drainage 

...  2,235 

tions  on 

Work  in  progress  . 

...  9,293 

account  of 

Information  (Ownerships,  etc.) 

556 

Appointments  or  advice  ... 

660 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

...  151 

Schools  (inspection  of  conveniences,  etc.) 

10 

Public  Sanitary 

Conveniences  (including  licensed  houses,  places 

of 

entertainment,  etc)  .  . 

1 

Vans,  tents,  etc. 

6 

Stables,  etc. 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

39 

Offensive  Trades 

2 

Streams,  ditches,  etc. 

— 

Other  visits  and  Inspection 

...  3,929 

Total  Inspections 

...  21,917 

1 


NOTICES  SERVED  IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  NUISANCES,  &c. 
FOUND  DURING  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Intimation 

Statutory 

Total 

Notices 

Nature  of  Notice 

Own¬ 

er 

Occu¬ 

pier 

Own¬ 

er 

Occu¬ 

pier 

T  o — 

Cleanse  or  repair  drains  . . 

3 

— 

316 

319 

Renew  drains  . 

-  1 

— 

7 

— 

7 

Renew  defective  watercloset  basin  ... 

3 

— 

187 

— 

190 

Cleanse  dirty  watercloset  basin  . 

8 

16 

9 

-  I 

33 

Cleanse  dirty  floor,  seat,  etc.  of 
watercloset  . 

19 

29 

— 

—  1 

48 

Repair  seat,  roof,  door  of  watercloset 

477 

— 

5 

— 

482 

Renew  or  repair  flushing  cistern  ... 

21 

— 

1  78 

199 

Renew  or  repair  flushing  pipe  . 

1 

62 

63 

Provide  additional  watercloset (s)  ... 

V 

10 

Provide  water  supply  to  watercloset... 

— 

— 

10 

— 

Abolish  waste  watercloset  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Abolish  privies  and  substitute  water- 
closets  . 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

Repair  or  renew  soil  or  vent  pipe  ... 

14 

— 

11 

— 

25 

,,  ,,  bath  waste  pipe  ... 

15 

— 

15 

,,  ,,  lavatory  waste  pipe 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

,,  ,,  sink  -waste  pipe  ... 

28 

— 

1 

— 

29 

Provide  new  urinal  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Repair  or  cleanse  urinal  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Abolish  ashpit  and  provide  dustbin... 

-  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Repair  or  renew  dustbin  . 

406 

— 

11 

— 

417 

Provide  additional  dustbins (s)  . 

281 

— 

— 

— 

281 

Cleanse  dirty  rooms  or  houses  . 

4 

29 

— 

33 

Cleanse  dirty  bedding  etc . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

LimeVvash  staircase  walls,  yard 
walls,  conveniences,  etc . 

290 

— 

— 

290 

Repair  windows,  walls,  floors, 

ceilings,  etc . 

2964 

_ _ 

— 

2964 

Remedy  damp  walls  . 

697 

— 

— 

697 

Provide  light  and  ventilation  . 

138 

— 

— 

— 

138 

Repair  roof  . 

882 

— 

— 

— 

882 

Repair  or  renew  spouts  . 

1073 

— 

— 

— 

1073 

Abate  overcrowding  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Provide  domestic  water  supply  . 

13 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Provide  or  repair  yard  pavement  ... 

164 

12 

— 

— 

164 

Cleanse  yard  pavement  . 

12 

- . 

_ 

24 

Remove  offensive  accumulations  . 

37 

4 

— 

— 

41 

Remove  manure  . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Abate  nuisance  from  the  keeping  o: 
animals,  etc . 

1 

1 

2 

Provide  or  renew  manure  pit  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pave  or  repair  stable  or  byre  floor... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cleanse  streams,  ditches,  etc . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Abate  other  nuisances  . 

£709 

— 

— 

— 

2709 

TOTALS  . 

10271 

91 

797 

— 

11159 

23 


DRAIN  TESTING 


Nature  of  Test 

Water 

Chem¬ 

ical 

Smoke 

Total 

Defective 

On  Bequest 

1 

— 

2 

3 

1 

On  Complaint 

— 

2 

2 

— 

On  Suspicion  of  Nuisance 

On  Account  of  Infectious 

6 

1 

2 

9 

1 

Diseases  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Work  in  Progress 

431 

— 

12 

443 

66 

Retested 

67 

— 

4 

71 

— 

TOTALS 

505 

3 

20 

528 

68 

NUISANCE  ABATED  AND  WORK  PERFORMED. 


Drains  cleansed  or  repaired 
Drains  renewed  (length)  :  — 

Metal  4  in. 

Stoneware  4  in ... . 

Watercloset  basin  renewed 
Watercloset  basin  cleansed 
Watercloset,  floor,  seat,  &c.,  cleansed  ... 
Watercloset  seat,  roof,  door  repaired  ••• 
Watercloset  cistern  renewed  or  repaired 
Watercloset  flu'shpipe  renewed  or  repaired 
Watercloset  additional  provided 
Watercloset  water  supply  provided 
Waste  watercloset  abolished 
Privy  abolished  and  watercloset  substituted  ... 
Soil  or  vent  pipe  repaired  or  renewed 
Bath,  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ... 
Lavatory  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ... 
Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

New  urinal  provided 

Urinal  repaired  and  cleansed 

Ashpit  abolished  and  dustbin  provided 

Dustbin  repaired  or  renewed 

Dustbin  additional  provided 

Dirtv  rooms  or  houses  cleansed  ... 

Dirty  Bedding,  &c.,  cleansed  ... 

Staircase  w7alls,  yard  walls,  conveniences,  &c., 
limewashed 

Windows,  walls,  floors,  ceilings,  &c.,  repaired 
Dampness  remedied 


252 

ft. 

64 

6298 

211 

32 

63 

414 

150 

49 

2 

6 


22 

8 

6 

19 


309 

338 

62 

9 

8 

2640 

577 
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Light  and  Ventilation  provided  •••  •••  31 

Boot  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  899 

Spouts  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  909 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ••  ...  — 

Domestic  water  supply  provided  •••  13 

Yard  pavement  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  132 

Yard  pavement  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  28 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  42 

Manure,  &c.,  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Keeping  of  animals,  nuisance  abated  ...  ...  15 

Manure  pit  provided  or  renewed  •••  ...  — 

Stable  or  bvre  floors  paved  or  repaired  ...  — 

Streams,  ditches,  &c.,  cleansed  ...  ...  — 

Other  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  2207 


Legal  Proceedings. — During  the  past  year  proceedings  were 
taken  in  respect  of  one  case  only,  i.e.,  in  respect  of  the  purchase 
of  a  meat  pie  which  on  analysis  was  found  to  contain  only  7.5% 
of  meat.  The  Analyst  expressed  the  opinion  that  a  meat  pie 
should  contain  at  least  25%  of  meat.  The  Magistrates  refused  to 
convict  because  there  was  no  fixed  standard  laying  down  the 

t/  o 

minimum  quantity  of  meat  which  should  be  in  a  meat  pie,  which 
decision  was  upheld  by  the  Kings  Bench  Divisional  Court  on 
appeal. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  only  three  common 
lodging  houses  in  the  Borough  and  these  provide  accommodation 
for  268  lodgers.  The  high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  conduct 
was  again  maintained  as  in  former  years. 

Offensive  Trades.— The  number  of  establishments  carrying  on 


offensive  trades  in  the  Borough  is  as  follows:  — 

Skin  (Gut  and  Casings)  Preparing  Houses  ...  1 

Fish  Curing  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Marine  Stores  (Bag  and  Bone,  etc..,  dealers)  ...  6 

Hide  and  Skin  Warehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Tripe  Preparers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Knackery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Plans. — The  practice  of  all  plans  for  new  buildings  being 
submitted  to  this  office  for  examination  in  relation  to  sanitary 
works  has  been  continued  through  the  year.  This  is  an  important- 
connection  between  the  Building  Surveyor  and  the  Health 
Department.  The  total  number  of  plans  examined  and  com¬ 
mented  upon  was  659. 

DRAINAGE  WORK  IN  CONNECTION  WITH 
NEW  BUILDINGS. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  by 
the  Inspector  engaged  for  this  particular  branch  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 
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Rat  Repression. — Particulars  of  the  work  done  by  the  three 
Rodent  Operatives  are  given  in  the  subjoined  table:  — 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  724 

Premises  inspected  on  receipt  of  complaint  and 

otherwise  •••  •••  •••  ...  ...  1,628 

Rats  caught  by  traps,  or  killed  by  hand  or 

poisoned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,781 

Number  of  poison  baits  laid  ...  ...  ...  23,930 

Number  of  traps  set  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,184 

Visits  for  purpose  of  observation,  work  in  pro¬ 
gress  or  work  done  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,170 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1926. — There  are  no  premises  in  the 
Borough  where  rag  flock  is  actually  manufactured  although  it  is 
used  by  a  number  of  firms  in  the  process  of  their  particular 
trade. 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  under  review. 

Camping  Sites. — There  are  no  sites  in  the  Borough  licensed 
for  this  particular  purpose. 

Smoke  Abatement. — 24  visits  were  made  to  premises  in  con¬ 
nection  with  smoke  nuisances  and  8  observations  were  carried 
out  on  the  chimneys  of  5  premises  during  the  year.  There  has 
been  some  slight  improvement  during  the  period  under  review 
regarding  the  emission  of  smoke,  due  mainly  to  improvements  in 
steam-raising  equipment,  and  some  improvement  in  the  type  of 
fuel  available.  One  factory  has  installed  a  complete  new  plant. 
This  has  meant  a  great  improvement  in  the  surrounding  area  as, 
previous  to  this  work  being  carried  out,  numerous  complaints 
had  been  received.  Another  firm  converted  its  plant  from  solid 
fuel  to  coal  gas  with  the  consequent  reduction  in  smoke  pollution 
of  the  atmosphere.  At  three  other  establishments  work  is 
expected  to  commence  soon  on  the  installation  of  modern  steam- 
raising  plant. 

Wells. — No  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year 
under  review  .  Two  samples  were  taken  from  the  towns  main 
supply.  Bothi  were  satisfactory. 

Plunge  Baths. — There  are  three  plunge  baths  in  the  town 
and  7  visits  were  made.  Three  samples  of  water  were  taken  and 
all  were  satisfactory. 
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THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1934  (SECTION  10). 

The  following  work  has  been  performed  by  the  Inspector 
appointed  for  the  purpose:  — 


Sub-Sections 

Inspections 

Total 

Served 

Complied 

with 

To  provide  and  maintain 
suitable  ventilation 

6 

5 

To  provide  and  maintain 
reasonable  temperature 

36 

34 

To  provide  and  maintain  suitable 
and  sufficient  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  . 

41 

36 

To  provide  suitable  and  sufficient 
lighting  ...  . 

4 

4 

To  provide  and  maintain  washing 
facilities  . 

— 

To  provide  and  maintain 

facilities  for  meals  . 

6 

6 

TOTALS  ... 

206 

93 

85 

Public  Health  Act  1936  (in  relation  to  business  premises) 

Under  this  heading  are  included  offices  and  other  workplaces 
which  are  not  included  under  the  headings  Shops,  Factories  and 
Food  Premises. 


Visits 

Carried 

out 

Defects 

found 

Defects 

Remedied 

Sanitary  Accommodation  . 

92 

46 

46 

Other  nuisances 

11 

1  1 

11 

TOTALS  ... 

103 

57 

57 

PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933  (Health  Provisions) 

PART  II  POISONS 

Total  number  of  licences  issued,  102. 


Particulars. 

Inspections 

made 

Infringe¬ 

ments 

found 

■ 

Infringe¬ 

ments 

remedied 

Bottling  . 

i 

1 

Labelling 

11 

11 

Storage 

17 

17 

TOTALS  ... 

146 

29 

29 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1088,  Sections  13  and  14. 

Under  this  heading  are  included  all  premises  where  food  is 
prepared,  stored,  sold,  etc.,  and  includes  work  by  District 
Inspectors. 


Visits 

Infringements 

Noted 

Remedied 

Shops,  warehouses,  factories,  public- 
houses,  hotels,  cafes,  snack  bars, 
clubs,  canteens,  etc.  . 

2212 

1034 

994 

FACTORY  ACT,  1937—1949  AND  THE  SANITARY 
ACCOMMODATION  REGULATIONS  1938.— INSPECTIONS. 


Premises  Inspected. 

Number  of 

Inspections 

N  otices 

* 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

196 

46 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

306 

91 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

31 

o 

TOTALS  . 

533 

139 

29 


DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . 

08 

98 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

6 

6 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  . 

i 

7 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . 

2 

2 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

*> 

2 

— 

Sanitary  (  insufficient  . 

28 

26 

— 

Conveniences .[  unsuitable  or  defective 

111 

110 

— 

(S.7)  t  not  separate  for  sexes 

10 

10 

— 

Other  Offences: 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 

work)  . 

5 

5 

— 

Total  . 

239 

230 

— 

Number  of  outworkers  employed  in  the  Borough),  6. 


Underground  Bakehouses. — Only  2  bakehouses  under  this 
heading  are  now  left  in  the  Borough. 

MINISTRY  OF  FOOD  CIRCULAR  M.F.  7/49. 

The  requirements  of  this  Circular  dealing  with  cleanliness  of 
food  premises,  etc.,  have  been  carried  out  and  are  receiving  high 
priority  in  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  visits.  The  work  is  covered 
in  the  foregoing  tables.  A  Guild  of  Hygiene  is  being  formed  in 
the  town  to  further  Food  Hygiene  amongst  our  shops  and  work¬ 
people.  Lectures  to  Trade  Associations  and  Townswomens 
Guilds,  etc.,  are  being  given  by  the  Senior  Inspectors  to  help  in 
obtaining  a  generally  higher  standard  of  hygiene  in  our  Food 
premises. 

Sonnei  Dysentery. —During  the  year  there  were  15  isolated 
cases  of  Sonnei  Dysentery. 

None  of  these  appeared  to  be  connected  in  any  way  with 
each  other. 

All  necessary  precautions  to  prevent  a  severe  outbreak  were 
taken  by  my  Department, 
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ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD 


POISONING  NOTIFICATIONS 


YEAR,  1949. 

APPENDIX  D.  (i). 

Food  Poisoning  Notifications  Returned  to  R.G. — 1st  quarter, 
nil;  2nd  quarter,  3;  3rd  quarter,  4;  4th  quarter  8;  Total,  15. 

Outbreaks  due  to  Identified  Agents. — Total  outbreaks,  2. 
Total  cases,  13. 

Outbreaks  due  to:  — 


(a)  Chemical  Poisons,  Nil. 

(b)  Salmonella  Organisms,  13. 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including  toxin),  Nil. 

(d»)  G.l.  botulinum,  Nil. 

(e)  Other  bacteria,  Nil. 

Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause:. — Total  outbreaks,  Nil. 
Total  cases,  Nil. 

Single  cases. — Agent  identified,  2;  unknown  cause,  nil.  Total 

2. 


APPENDIX  D  (ii). 

FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAK  (Summary  of  Details) 

Outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  which  occurred  between 
15th  and  25th  June,  1949. 

Food  Causing  Outbreak. — All  inspected  foods,  including 
synthetic  creams  (a  suspected  food  during  this  North-East 
England  outbreak)  were  sampled  with  negative  results. 

Cases  Forming  Outbreak.  Total  notified :  6  cases. 

Clinical  Features. — Average  interval  ingestion  to  onset: 
Cannot  say.  Main  symptoms:  Diarrhoea  and  vomiting,  abdomi¬ 
nal  pain,  headache.  Severity  of  illness:  Mild.  Duration  of  ill¬ 
ness:  1 — 30  days. 

Result  of  Laboratory  Investigation. — 3  cases  were  discovered 
after  specimens  had  been  obtained  during  investigation  of  other 
cases.  One  was  found  during  the  investigation  of  a  case  in  the 
same  household  which,  proved  negative.  All  other  samples  were 
found  to  be  negative. 

Origin  and  preparation  of  food  causing  illness. — Not  known. 
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Place  at  which  food  causing  illness  was  consumed. _ No  com¬ 

mon  cause  was  found. 

Probable  origin  of  infection  or  contamination  of  food. — Not 

known. 

Agent  causing  outbreak: — Salmonella  Typhi  Murium. 

Outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  which  occurred  between 
11th  October,  1949  and  10th  November,  1949. 

Food  Causing  Outbreak.— All  inspected  foods,  including  ice 
cream,  milk,  artificial  cream,  etc.,  were  sampled  with  negative 
results. 

Cases  Forming  Outbreak. — Total  notified:  7  cases. 

Clinical  Features. — Average  interval  ingestion  to  onset:  Can¬ 
not  say.  Main  symptoms:  Diarrhoea  and  vomiting,  abdominal 
pain,  headache  .  Severity  of  illness:  Mild.  Duration  of  illness: 
1 — 30  days  (the  remainder  are  still  in  hospital  awaiting  the  result 
of  bacteriological  tests) . 

Results  of  Laboratory  Investigation. — 2  cases  were  dis¬ 
covered  from  specimens  of  excreta  and  urine  taken  during  in¬ 
vestigation  on  another  case. 

All  samples  of  food  and  other  specimens  of  excreta  were 
found  t  o  be  negative. 

Origin  and  preparation  of  food  causing  illness. — Not  known. 

Place  at  which  food  causing  illness  was  consumed. — No  com¬ 
mon  cause  was  found. 

Probable  origin  of  infection  or  contamination  of  food. — Not 

known. 

Agent  causing  outbreak: — Salmonella  Typhi  Murium. 
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SECTION  E. 
HOUSING. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  1369 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4097 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  13403 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  1084 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  2256 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 


2825 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the 
service  of  formal  notices:  — 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1782 

Action  under  statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

( 1 )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  189 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

( a )  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  25 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:— - 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 

be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2299 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1820 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  56 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1 )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  50 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  35 

D.  —  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil. 


INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  BY  HOUSING  INSPECTORS 
UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  etc. 


Houses  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  Section  9  notices  189 
Other  visits  under  Section  9  ...  ...  ...  ...  996 

Houses  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  Section  11  notices  50 

Houses  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  Section  12  notices  18 

Houses  inspected  under  Section  10  ...  ...  48 

Other  visits  under  Sections  11  and  12  ...  ...  263 

Inspections  re  40  Areas  of  Third  (5  year)  Slum 

Clearance  Programme  ...  ...  ...  ...  3586 

Special  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  347 

Inspections  on  complaints  •••  •••  •••  •••  140 

Inspections  of  work  in  progress  ...  ...  •••  •••  30 

Visits  in  respect  of  ownerships,  land  charges,  etc.  ...  49 

Inspections  re  Defence  Regulations  58a  ...  PI 

Visits  in  connection  with  Paratyphoid  cases  (18)  and 

T.B.  cases  (2)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Visits  in  connection  with  Samples  ...  ...  ...  3 

Appointments  and  interviews  ...  ...  ...  •••  513 
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CLEARANCE  AREAS. 


During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a  Circular 
to  Local  Authorities  regarding  the  survey  work  required  to  ensure 
the  preparation  of  re-development  plans  under  the  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act  of  1947. 

To  comply  with  this  requirement  2,033  suitable  properties 
were  selected  in  40  areas  which  comprised  a  population  of  19,300 
persons  in  4,108  families.  These  40  areas  were  submitted  to  the 
Health  Committee  on  the  23rd  February  of  this  year  and  con¬ 
stitutes  the  Third  Five  Year  Programme  of  Slum  Clearance. 


The  Second  Five  Year  Programme  of 
likely  to  be  dealt  with  when  more  houses 


Slum  Clearance  is 
are  available  for  re¬ 


housing  and  when  the  Ministry  of  Health  authorises  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  this  work. 


These  two  five  year  programmes  of  Slum  Clearance  are  to 
deal  with  66  areas,  containing  3,956  unfit  houses  occupied  by  9.108 
families  or  39,000  persons. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  details  of  areas  of  the  first 
five  year  programme  which  was  completed  and  families  re-housed 
before  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  also  the  66  areas 
remaining  to  be  dealt  with,  namely:  — 


AREAS  OF  UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES 


Areas. 

1.  Second  Five  Yrear 
Programme  of 

Slum  Clearance  ...  26 

2.  Areas  submitted  to 

Health  Committee 
23/2/49  (Third 
Five  Year  Pro¬ 
gramme  . . .  40 

Total  to  be  dealt  with  66 

Completed — 

3.  First  Five  Year 
Programme  of 

Slum  Clearance  ...  62 

Total — When  1  and  2 
completed 


Approximate  number  of 
ses.  Families.  Persons 


1,918 

5,000 

19,700 

2,033 

4,108 

19,300 

3,951 

9.108 

39,000 

1,461 

3.861 

15,038 

5,412 

12,969 

54,038 

128 
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DEMOLITION  ORDERS— SECTION  11. 

Demolition  Orders  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  were  served  in  respect  of  44  occupied  and  6  vacant  houses — 
a  total  of  50  houses. 

CLOSING  ORDERS— SECTION  12. 

Under  Section  12,  Closing  Orders  were  served  in  respect  of 
4  occupied  and  8  vacant  basements  and  4  occupied  and  2  vacant 
parts  of  houses,  making  a  total  of  18  dwellings. 

NOTICES  FOR  REPAIRS  UNDER  SECTION  9. 

Owners  or  Agents  not  responsive  to  the  Intimation  Notices 
served,  necessitated  the  serving  of  189  Section  9  notices  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936.  for  the  necessary  repairs  to  be  carried  out  to 
make  the  houses  fit  for  human  habitation. 
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SECTION  F. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply.  On  the  1st  October,  1949  the  provisions  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944  were  imple¬ 
mented.  This  meant  that  the  supervision  of  the  production  of 
milk  on  the  farms  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture.  The  Local  Authority,  however,  were  still  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  supervision  of  retail  distribution  of  milk  and  of 
pasteurising  establishments. 

Supervision  of  all  premises  where  milk  is  pasteurised,  stored, 
or  sold  (and  up  to  the  81st  September  where  milk  was  produced) 
was  carried  out  and  the  cleanliness  of  these  premises  has  been 
satisfactorily  maintained . 

A  very  high  percentage  of  milk  was  being  sold  within  the 
Borough  as  either  Tuberculin  Tested,  Accredited,  Pasteurised  or 
Sterilised  and  the  supply  of  raw  ungraded  milk  will  be  further 
reduced  when  a  company  formed  by  local  dairymen  completes 
the  work  on  a  new  pasteurising  depot  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
Borough.  This  plant  is  expected  to  be  in  operation  in  the  early 
part  of  the  coming  year.  The  quantity  of  loose  milk  now  being 
sold  is  almost  negligible;  every  dairyman  in  the  town  now 
supplies  the  bulk  of  his  milk  in  bottles. 

Cows  and  Cowsheds  (up  to  31st  September,  1949).  The 
total  number  of  farms  visited  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  was 
13;  the  number  of  visits  paid  was  166;  and  the  number  of  cow¬ 
sheds  inspected  was  21. 


REGISTERED  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  and  MILKSHOPS 

Oowkeepers  inside  the  Borough,  on  the  1/10/1949  ...  13 

Cowsheds  inside  the  Borough  on  the  1/10/1949  ...  ...  21 

Dairymen  inside  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Oowkeepers  outside  the  Borough)  registered  for  the  sale  of 

milk  within  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Dairymen  outside  the  Borough  registered  for  sale  of  milk 

within  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milkshops — 

Ordinary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

In  sealed  bottles  only  (sterilised)  ...  208 


212 
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Dairy  Farms,  Dairies  and  Milkshops.  The  following  tables 
show  the  number  of  registered  Dairy  Farms,  Dairies  and  Milk- 
shops  in  the  Borough:  — 

DAIRY  FARMS  IN  THE  BOROUGH 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms  in  the  Borough  on  the 

Register  on  the  31st  December,  1948  .  ...  13 

Number  added  to  Register  during  the  year  ...  — 

Number  removed  from  Register  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  on  Register  on  30th  Sept.,  1949  ...  13 

DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS  IN  THE  BOROUGH 


Number  of  Dairies  and  Milkshops  in  the 
Borough  on  the  Register  on  the  31st 
December,  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  347 

Number  added  to  Register  during  the  year  ...  — 

Number  removed  from  Register  during  the 
'  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Number  on  Register  on  31  December,  1949  260 

The  following  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  by  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Inspector  in  connection  with  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
and  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations:  — 


To 

Cowsheds  ... 

166 

To 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

. . .  588 

To 

Railway  Stations  ... 

41 

NUMBER  OF  MILK  SAMPLES  SUBJECTED  TO 
ANALYTICAL  ENAM I  NATION  FOR  THE  ESTIMATE 
OF  M1LKFAT,  NON-FATTY  SOLIDS  OR  ADDED 
WATER;  METHYLENE  BLUE  REDUCTION, 
COL  1  FORM  PHOSPHATASE  TURBIDITY  AND 
BIOLOGICAL  TESTS  DURING  1949. 


Chemical  Analysis — 

Milk  . 99 

Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  and  Con¬ 
form  Tests— 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  .. .  ...  •••  57 

Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  •••  15 

Biological  Examination— 

Non -designated  Milk 
Designated  Milk 


21 

8 
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M  ILK  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOE  BIOLOGICAL 
EXAM  LX  AT  I  ON .  SOURCE  OF  SUPPLY. 


Local 

Farmers 

Local  Dairymen 
per 

Durham 

Westmor¬ 

land 

Total 

No. 

Positive 

Rail 

Farmers 

19 

1 

9 

28 

1 

29 

3 

Number  of  Samples  taken  under  Ministry  of  Food 
Regulation  55G  (Heat  Treatment  Scheme), 
and  Milk  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised) 
Regulations,  1949. 


Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  78 

T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  7 

Heat  Treated  Milk  ...  ...  ...  29 

Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  14 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  RAW  MILK 

REGULATIONS,  1949,  MILK  (PASTEURISED  AND 

STERILISED)  MILK  REGULATIONS,  1949,  AND 
REGULATION  55G  (HEAT  TREATMENT  SCHEME). 

Results  of  Samples  of  designated  and  heat  treated  milks 
taken  during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  bacterial  examination. 

Samples  were  taken  from  two  “producing  and  bottling’’ 
establishments,  one  “producing"’  establishment,  two  “pasteuris¬ 
ing”  establishments  and  one  “heat-treated”  milk  establishment. 

The  total  number  of  samples  taken  was  200  and  these  are 
classified  below:  — 


T'bei  rulin 
TV  si  ed 

Accred-  Pasteur- 
ited  ised 

Heat 

Treated 

T.T. 

Pasteur¬ 

ised 

Steril¬ 

ized 

Total 

Satisfactory  24 

12  74 

27 

7 

14 

158 

Unsatisfactory  33 

3  4 

•> 

— 

— 

42 

Totals  ...  57 

1 5  78 

29 

7 

14 

200 
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Many  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  were  produced  in  the  area  of  County  Durham  and  were 
therefore,  outside  the  control  of  this  (department.  The  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Licensing  Authority  for  the  area  concerned  was 
obtained  with  regard  to  the  producers  concerned  in  an  effort  to 
improve  these  supplies;  also  a  large  proportion  of  these  milk 
supplies  was  pasteurised  within  the  Borough  for  sale  as  T.T. 
Pasteurised. 

Samples  taken  from  local  producers  -.and  Pasteurising  depots 
have  been  fairly  satisfactory. 

GRADED  MILK  AND  ISSUE  OF  LICENCES 


Licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 

Regulations,  1986  -1946. 


Description  of  Licences. 

Number  in 
force  on  30,st 
Sept.,  1949. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Producers  . 

1 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested  Producers  and  Bottlers  . 

Tuberculin  Tested  Bottlers  . 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested  Dealers  . . 

bl 

Accredited  Producers  . 

1 

Accredited  Producers  and  Bottlers  . 

1 

A  GurRrhtRf]  . 

Accredited  Dealers  •  . . 

1 

Pasteurising  Bsta.blisbments  . 

9 

Pasteurised  Dealers  . 

.4 

65 

Ice-cream  Factories,  Merchants  and  Dealers.  A  high  stan¬ 
dard  of  cleanliness  is  being  maintained  in  all  premises  where  ice¬ 
cream  is  being  manufactured,  stored  and  sold.  The  provisions  of 
the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1946  regarding 
the  cooling  and  storage  of  ice-cream  were  implemented  on  the 
1st  May,  1949,  with  the  introduction  of  coolers,  homogenisers 
and  continuous  freezers,  etc.  Some  trouble  was  encountered  by 
a  few  manufacturers,  due  to  inefficient  cleansing  and  sterilisation 
of  this  equipment  and  this  entailed  frequent  visits  to  the  manu¬ 
facturers  concerned.  Advice  was  given  on  the  use  of  suitable 
detergent  and  sterilising  agents  in  an  endeavour  to  obtain  a  satis¬ 
factory  grading  of  the  finished  product.  Towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  when  each  manufacturer  had  established  a  suitable 
routine  for  the  cleansing  and  sterilisation  of  equipment  there  was 
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a  marked  improvement  in  the  provisional  grading  of  the  ice-cream 
manufactured  within  the  Borough. 

Two  hundred  and  seven  samples  were  submitted  for  the 
Methylene  Blue  deduction  test,  results  of  which  were  as  follows: 
Provisional  Grade  1 — 95,  Grade  2- — 40,  Grade  3 — 33,  and  Grade 
4 — 39.  Provisional  Grades  1  and  2  are  regarded  as  satisfactory; 
Grades  3  and  4  being  unsatisfactory.  With  regard  to  the  Methy¬ 
lene  Blue  Test,  this  is  not  an  absolutely  reliable-  test  so  that 
samples  must  be  taken  over  a  period  of  six  months  before  passing 
judgment  on  any  individual  manufacturer's  method  of  production. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  coming  year  there  will  be  further 
improvement  in  the  grading  of  ice-cream  produced  within  the 
Borough.  There  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  year  of  persons 
who  are  retailing  pre-packed  ice-cream.  All  local  manufacturers 
gave  an  undertaking  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  produce  an  ice¬ 
cream  with  a  minimum  fat  content  of  2.5%.  Thirty  six  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year  and  onlv  5  of  these  were  below  the 
2.5%  fat  content.  Repeat  samples  were  taken  from  these  manu¬ 
facturers  and  all  were  satisfactory  the  average  fat  content  of  all 
the  samples  being  4.93%. 

The  number  of  manufacturers  in  the  town  on  the  31st 
December,  1949,  was  28  and  the  number  of  factories  26,  the 
number  of  retail  shopsl66. 

Visits  to  manufacturers  and  vendors  during  the  vear  was 

981. 


FOOD  POISONING. 

CT  €LCXrr\ 

Eight  samples  of  i c e /(  12  samples  of  milk,  3  samples  of  syn¬ 
thetic  cream,  6  samples  of  shell  fish  and  2  samples  of  marsh¬ 
mallow  were  taken  and  examined  for  evidence  of  Enteric 
organisms.  All  were  negative. 


ADULTERATION,  &c. 

The  number  of  samples  analysed  under  the.  Food  and  Drugs 
Act.  1938,  for  the  Borough  during  the  year  was  204  and  these  may 


be  classified  as  follows:  — 

% 

Percentage  of 

Number. 

Total  Samples. 

Milk  . 

99 

48.53 

Butter  and  Margarine 

5 

2.45 

Gompound  Articles 

10 

4.90 

Miscellaneous 

82 

40.20 

Drugs 

8 

3.92 
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Of  the  204  samples  examined  24  (11.2  per  cent)  were  non- 
genuine;  while  in  1948  of  167  samples  examined  21  (12.6  per 
cent.)  were  non-genuine. 

The  24  non-genuine  samples  were  dealt  with  as  follows:  — 

Legal  Action  in  one  case  (see  page  24)  which  was  dis¬ 
missed  ;  3  letters  of  caution ;  8  verbal  cautions ;  one  reported 
to  Food  Executive  Committee;  one  to  Durham  County 
Authority,  for  any  action  considered  necessary. 

In  regard  to  the  remaining  ten  samples,  these  did  not, 
justify  further  action. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. — Twenty  two  visits 
were  paid  to  premises  within  the  Borough. 

Six  samples  of  fertiliser  and  6  samples  of  Feeding  Stuffs 
were  taken  all  of  which  proved  to  be  within  the  prescribed  limits 
of  variation  laid  down  in  the  Act. 


REPORT  OF  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  INSPECTOR, 


Visits 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

De¬ 

faults 

found 

Com¬ 

munica¬ 

tions 

Milk  : 

To  premises  for  inspection  for  registration 

— 

— 

— 

,,  premises  for  removal  from  register  ... 

2 

_ 

— 

,,  inspect  milk  and  dairy  produce 

premises  . 

363 

9 

_ 

, ,  inspect  cowsheds  . 

166 

14 

5 

,,  inspect  retail  shops  . 

225 

4 

— 

..  examine  milk  churns  . 

543 

12 

4 

,,  examine  milk  vehicles  . 

86 

— 

Ice-Cream  : 

To  inspect  vehicles  . 

49 

2 

— 

, ,  manufacturers  premises  . 

565 

18 

9 

merchants  premises  . 

27 

77 

,,  ,,  vendors  premises  . 

416 

17 

4 

Food  and  Drug  Acts  : 

To  obtain  milk  samples  . 

99 

6 

6 

,,  obtain  other  samples  . 

| 

105 

Bacteriology  : 

To  obtain  milk  samples  . 

200 

— 

— 

,,  obtain  water  samples  . 

2 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (Swimming  Baths) 

3 

— 

Miscellaneous  : 

To  obtain  samples  of  fertilisers  and 

feeding  stuffs  . 

22 

— 

— 

Other  visits  of  inspection  . 

274 

- — 

— - 

Smoke  observations  . 

8 

5 

5 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  the  number  of  carcases  condemned  as  well  as  the 
parts  and  organs  condemned. 

There  was  an  increase  of  600  cattle  slaughtered  during  the 
year  under  review  and  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  sheep. 

Heavy  losses  due  to  cattle  livers  affected  with  cirrhosis  was 
a  matter  for  concern. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


v.; 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  slaughtered  and  inspected  ... 

5383 

595 

456 

13585 

613 

Whole  -carcases  condemned — all 

diseases  except  tuberculosis  . 

o 

6 

1 

5 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  . 

31 12 

176 

— 

320 

27 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  . . 

57.8  % 

30.6% 

_ _ 

9  4  o 
/o 

4  Q  °/ 
/o 

Whole  carcases  condemned — 

tuberculosis  only  . 

4 

28 

- — 

’ — 

i 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . 

568 

221 

— 

— 

16 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  tuberculosis  . 

10.6% 

41.9% 

_ 

2  a  °/ 

/o 

DETAILS  OF  DISEASED  CARCASES  CONDEMNED 


~  * 

-  £  b t  £ 

W  x  O 
^  © 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs  Totals 

Tuberculosis  . 

4 

9W 

1  0  9 

1  Oil 

Fever,  Acute  . 

— 

3  3 

Decomposition  . 

9 

Septic  Mastitis  . 

.  .  , 

9 

*> 

O 

•) 

Septic  Pericarditis  . 

2 

2 

—  4 

Septic  Metritis  . 

1 

Emaciation  and  Dropsy  . 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

| 

—  2 

Pyaemia . 

1 

Worried  by  Dog  . 

— 

I 

— - 

1 

| 

1 

TOTALS  . 

6 

34  1 

5 

1  50 
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TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  MEAT 


lbs. 

Beef  . 

.  21987 

Veal  . 

.  28 

Mutton  . 

.  351 

Pork  . 

.  899 

Offal  . 

.  70883 

AND  OFFAL  CONDEMNED 

lbs. 

Imported  Meat — 


Beef  .  2388 

Mutton  .  313 

Pork  .  64 


Total  Amount:  48  tons  4  cwts.  8  qrs.  11  lbs. 


A  year  ago  I  reported  that  a  meal  room,  washing  facilities 
and  sanitary  accommodation  had  been  provided  at  the  main 
slaughter-house  ;  also  that  improvements  in  slaughtering  methods 
were  being  considered,  but  up  to  the  present  nothing  has  been 
done  in  this  latter  respect  and  conditions  remain  which  should 
should  not  be  permitted. 

With  better  and  more  adequate  premises  more  home  killed 
meat  would  have  been  available  to  the  population  in  the  Borough 
and  under  more  desirable  conditions. 


Other  Foods 

lbs. 


Tinned  meats  .  3102 

Tinned  vegetables  .  6075 

Tinned  milk  .  2129 

Tinned  fish  .  725 

Tinned  fruit  .  1468 

Provisions  .  1243 

Barley  .  800 

Confectionery  .  120' 

Flour  .  2100 


Condemned. 

lbs. 

Tapioca .  3024 

Yeast  . . 560 

Wet  fish  .  1095 

Bacon  .  22 

Babbits  .  134 

Poultry  .  214 

Sausage  .  258 

Shell  fish  .  336 

Imported  Tripe  .  306 


Total  amount 


10  tons  11  cwts.  2  qrs.  28  lbs. 


44 


Inspection  of  Foodstuffs. 
Number  of  Visits  to  Premises. 


Slaughterhouses  .  1421 

Wholesale  meat  depots  ...  670 

Butcher  shops  .  663 

Meat  carrying  vehicles  ...  277 

Allotments  and  farms  .  8 

Tripe  preparers  .  7 

Glut  scrapers  .  7 

Jam  and  Pickle  Factories  4 

Wholesale  Provisions  .  92 

Retail  Provisions  .  774 

Flour  Mills  .  8 


Wholesale  Fruiterers  .  37 

Fish  shops  and  Stalls  ...  192 

Retail  fruiterers  .  88 

Open-Air  Stalls  .  212 

Railway  Premises  .  23 

Feeding  Centres  and 

Canteens  .  12 

Institutions  .  16 

Horse  Meat  shops  .  16 

Other  Visits  .  20 


There  were  no  seizures  of  food  stuffs  but  a  number  of  bakery 
firms  were  warned  about  foreign  matter  in  cakes.  In  one  case 
a  firm  paid  compensation  to  a  customer  whose  mouth  was  injured 
by  a  splinter  of  wood  in  a  scone.  In  another  case  a  customer 
received  compensation  becatise  foreign  matter  was  found  in  a 
cake.  In  both  cases  the  customer  refused  to  be  a  party  to  prose¬ 
cution  of  the  firms  concerned  in  the  event  of  such  a  course  being 
decided. 


A  number  of  verbal  warnings  were  given  for  minor  nuisances, 
all  of  which  were  abated. 


Lectures  on  meat  inspection  and  food  hygiene  were  given  to 
a  number  of  women’s  organisations  and  trade  associations. 
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DISINFECTION. 

The  following  work  has  been  done  by  the  Disinfecting 
Officer : — 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  1064 

Number  of  calls  for  bedding,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  365 

The  work  carried  out  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  at  the 
Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  is  given  in  the  following  table:  — 


Articles 

Disinfected 

Destroyed 

Beds  . 

382 

32 

Mattresses  . 

635 

41 

Blankets  . 

1720 

58 

Pillows  . 

884 

36 

Quilts  . 

285 

18 

Sheets  . 

822 

79 

Bolsters  . 

374 

12 

Sundries  . 

960 

140 

6062 

416 

SCABIES. 

The  following  has  been  performed  by  the  Officer  appointed 
for  this  particular  work:  — 


New  cases  notified  10  Discharged  cases  IT 

The  rooms  and  bedding  in  respect  of  all  discharged  cases  of 
scabies  were  disinfested,  a  total  of  602  verminous  rooms  being 
disinfested  by  the  Officer  during  the  year  as  well  as  the  cleansing 
of  13  persons  infested  with  vermin. 


V EN  E KEA L  D I SEASES 


For  the  report  on  Venereal  Diseases,  I  am  indebted  to  Dr. 
Kirkhouse;  and  I  have  extracted  the  relevant  facts  and  figures 
from  his  report  on  the  Special  Treatment  Department  of  the 
Sunderland  Royal  Infirmary. 

Dr.  Kirkhouse  succeeded  Dr.  Bell  in  September,  1949. 

229  male  patients  and  216  female  patients  were  sent  for 
during  the  year. 
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ATTENDANCE  OF  SUNDERLAND 


PATIENTS 


Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

J  une 

J  uly 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct. 

N  ov . 

Dec. 

TOTA  L 

M.(civ.)  371 

303 

401 

305 

361 

383 

374 

482 

532 

581 

526 

507 

5126 

M.(S’ce.)j  3 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

13 

F.(civ.)  233 

209 

306 

241 

333 

303 

274 

410 

385 

238 

369 

327 

3628 

NEW  CASES 


1  I  j  1  | 

1  lan,  i  F'eb.  ,  Mar.  Apr.  :  Mav  i 

1  1  1  1  .  ’  1 

June 

July  : 

Aug. 

' 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

TOTAL 

M.(civ.) 

;  j  ;  ! 

51 1  47  68  38  44 

46 

38 

47 

54 

45 

38 

47 

563 

M.(S’ce.) 

i|  -J  -  i  i 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

7 

F.(civ.) 

54  61  59  46  76 

1  1  1  1  . 

51 

51 

12 

26 

14 

15 

12 

417 

TREATMENT 

Syphilis.  Routine  treatment  consisted  of  Penicillin  with 
Arsenic  and  Bismuth.  Various  preparations  of  Penicillin  were 
used  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Gonorrhoea.  Routine  treatment  consisted  of  Penicillin,  one 
or  two  injections.  Two  injections  were  given  if  the  patient  was 
leaving  and  unable  to  attend  for  surveillance  for  several  days. 

Ante-natal  Cases.  48  Ante-natal  patients  attended  the  Clinic 
during  the  year ;  of  these,  85  were  suffering  from  syphilis,  5  from 
gonorrhoea  and  8  were  non  V.D.  Of  the  babies  born,  1  was 
premature  (died  after  6  days) ,  1  was  stillborn  and  1  was  an 
abortion. 

Up  to  the  22nd  July,  1949,  routine  blood  tests  for  the  Sun¬ 
derland  Ante-natal  Clinic  were  carried  out  at  this  Clinic;  after 
22nd  July  this  was  discontinued.  This  accounts  for  the  fall  in 
new  female  cases  from  August  to  December. 

Up  to  July  22nd,  808  blood  tests  were  taken,  only  two  of 
which  were  positive. 

From  July  22nd  arrangements  were  made  for  all  Ante-natal 
mothers  for  blood  tests  to  be  referred  to  a  special  clinic  at  the 
General  Hospital  and  from  that  time  until  the  end  of  the  year 
244  tests  were  made,  none  being  positive, 
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Cases  Treated  at  the  Special  Treatment  Department, 

Royal  Infirmary,  during  1949. 

M.  F.  Total. 

No.  of  cases  under  treatment  at  the  beginning 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  440  848  788 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the  Register 

which  returned  for  treatment  ...  ...  6  7  13 

Cases  dealt  with  for  the  first  time:  — 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Syphilis 

...  89 

83 

172 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

— 

(lonorrhcea 

..  148 

19 

167 

Non-venereal  condition  . 

. .  500 

450 

950 

737 

552 

1289 

No.  of  cases  dealt  with  for  first  time  known  to 
have  received  treatment  at  other  Centres 

94 

8 

102 

Totals  . . . 

1277 

915 

2192 

No.  of  cases  discharged 

629 

520 

1149 

No.  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend  before  com¬ 
pletion  of  treatment 

41 

25 

66 

Transferred  to  other  Centres 

251 

44 

295 

Under  treatment  at  31-12-49 

356 

326 

682 

Totals  ... 

1277 

915 

2192 

258  seamen  attended  during  the  year,  of  whom  115  were  foreigners. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  8  more  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  than  in  the 
previous  year,  and  nine  more  deaths. 

During  the  year  279  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  49  Xon-pul- 
monary  tuberculosis  were  notified  making  a  total  of  328  cases. 
Of  these,  168  were  males  and  165  females. 
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Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  and  deaths  from  the  disease 
during  1949:  — 

o 


Age  Periods' 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1 

2 

. 

2 

15 

7 

9 

9 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5—15 

21 

27 

4 

9 

2 

j — 

1 

— 

15—25 

30 

54 

3 

6 

8 

16 

4 

3 

25—35 

26 

30 

4 

4 

12 

15 

1 

2 

35—45 

15 

14 

— 

- - 

16 

8 

— 

1 

45 — 55 

15 

3 

1 

1 

19 

3 

— 

1 

55 — 65 

19 

3 

1 

— 

13 

4 

— 

1 

65  upwards 

6 

— 

— 

1 

6 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

I  39 

140 

24 

25 

7  6 

47 

8 

10 

50 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CARE  COMMITTEE. 
SUMMARY  OF  ASSISTANCE  GRANTED  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 


79 

32 

69 

84 

rr 

/ 

2 

2 

58 

39 

26 


9 

1 

1 

21 


o 

0 


persons  helped  with  clothing  (value) 
persons  helped  with  footwear  (value) 
families  helped  with  beds  and  bedding  (value)  ... 
patients  received  nourishments  grants 
families  helped  with  Xmas  Goal  ... 

Save  the  Children  Fund 
Cripple  children  reed.  Xmas  Gifts  per  the  Round  Table 
Rent  Rebates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  348  1 


£  s.  d. 
131  13  2 
29  4  7 
275  19  7 
399  19  U 
2  11  4 

20  0  0 


6 


cases  helped  through  various  Benevolent  Funds  326  14  0 


cases  helped  through  Care  Funds 

Extra  help  at  Xmas  for  patients  in  Poole 
Sanatorium 

children  helped  through  Priestman  Fund 
pram  supplied 

family  received  a  Set  of  Swiss  Furniture. 

children  attended  Xmas  Parties  arranged  bv 

Mr.  \Y.  Crute. 

patients  were  supplied  with  spectacles, 
case  supplied  with  miscellaneous  items  ... 
T.B.  families  grants  at  Xmas 


66  16  54 

21  5  0 

27  0  0 
1  0  0 


3  6  0£ 

5  0  0 


In  connection  with  the  work  of  the  TUBERCULOSIS  DIS¬ 
PENSARY,  the  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  reports  as  follows:  — 


Total  Number  of  Attendances 

17,292 

Total  Number  of  New  Cases  including 

Contacts 

2,485 

Number  found  to  be  Tuberculous 

.  .  • 

355 

Number  of  Observation  Cases 

.  .  . 

. . . 

93 

Number  found  to  be  Non-Tuberculous 

1,987 

Number  of  Respiratory  Cases 

303 

1.  With  Positive  Sputum 

119 

2.  With  Negative  Sputum 

184 

Number  of  Non -Respiratory  Gases 

•  .  . 

51 

Number  of  New  Contacts  Examined 

.  .  . 

i 

862 

Number  found  to  be  Tuberculous 

*  *  « 

30 
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Number  of  Observation  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  found  to  be  Non-Tuberculous  ...  ...  ...  820 

Number  of  Respiratory  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

1.  With  Positive  Sputum  ...  ...  ...  2 

2.  With  Negative  Sputum  ...  ...  ...  27 

Number  of  Non -Respiratory  Cases  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Old  Contacts  Examined  ...  ...  ...  214 

Number  of  Old  Cases  Examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,999 

Total  Number  of  Cases  Examined  ...  ...  ...  4,648 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Respiratory  Cases  Notified  in  Year  35 

1.  With  Positive  Sputum  ...  ...  ...  21 

2.  With  Negative  Sputum  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  Non-Respiratory  Cases  Notified  in  Year  ...  58 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Non-Respiratory  Cases  Notified 

in  Year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Total  Visits  by  Health  Visitors  (2)  ...  ...  ...  3,894 

Number  of  Visits  to  Homes  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  ...  54 

Number  of  Visits  to  Institutions  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  303 

Number  of  Personal  Consultations  by  Tuberculosis 

Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  187 

Number  of  X-Ray  Examinations  from  Dispensary  ...  5,251 

Number  of  Sputum  Examinations  from  Dispensary  ...  4,133 

Number  of  Patients  on  Domiciliary  Treatment  ...  135 

Number  of  Cases  of  Overcrowding  and  Sanitary  Defects 

reported  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  ...  196 

Number  of  Patients  attending  for  Artificial  Pneumo¬ 
thorax  and  Pneumoperitoneum  Refills  ...  135 

Number  of  Artificial  Pneumothorax  and  Pneumoperi¬ 
toneum  Refills  given  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,771 

Number  of  Cases  Screened  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,977 

Number  of  Aspirations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Number  of  Tuberculin  Skin  Tests — Positive  ...  167 

Negative  ...  367 

Indefinite  •••  3 —  537 

Number  of  Patients  attending  for  Ultra  Violet  Light. 

Treatment  and  Kromayer  Light  Treatment  ...  4 

Number  of  Attendances  for  Ultra  Violet  Light  Treat¬ 
ment  and  Kromayer  Light  Treatment.  (Cases 
transferred  to  Skin  Department,  Royal  Infir¬ 
mary,  Sunderland)  ...  ...  ...  ...  155 
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S  UNDEELAND  SOCIAL  SERVICE  WELFARE  COMMITTED 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1949. 


New  Cases 
Unmarried  Mothers 

Married  women  with  illegitimate  children 
Widows  with  illegitimate  children 
Matrimonial 

Discharged  Prisoners  Aid  Society 

Prospective  Adopters 

Care  and  Protection 

Out  of  Control 

Advice,  etc. 


1948 

169 

101 

11 

2 

8 

1 

36 

5 

o 

O 

2 


1949. 


71 

14 

2 

4 

5 

26 


1 

9, 


The  figures  for  1949  show  that  the  number  of  cases  of 
unmarried  mothers  helped  is  considerably  less  than  in  1948,  but 
still  remains  higher  than  in  1946.  During  the  year  shelter  was 
found  for  26  girls,  the  majority  of  whom  were  helped  in  the 
Parker  Memorial  Home,  Sunderland.  Twenty  unmarried 
mothers  decided  that  their  children  would  have  a  better  chance 
in  life  if  adoption  could  be  arranged,  and  in  these  cases  adopting 
parents  were  very  carefully  chosen.  Each  child  has  found  a 
real  home  with  excellent  parents,  one  of  the  Officer’s  more 
pleasant  jobs  is  to  visit  these  children  from  time  to  time. 


Those  unmarried  mothers  who  keep  their  babies,  frequently 
have  a  very  hard  struggle,  especially  if  the  parents  refuse  to 
co-operate.  In  these  cases  work  and  shelter  must  be  found  for 
the  mother  with  the  baby,  and  this  is  no  easy  task — and  remains 
one  of  our  great  problems.  We  do  our  best  to  see  that  the 
children  have  every  opportunity  to  become  useful  citizens. 


The  work  of  our  Officer  is  not  limited  to  that  done  for  the 
unmarried  mother,  and  help  and  advice  have  been  given  in 
various  other  cases.  We  are  grateful  for  the  continued  help  and 
interest  received  from  the  Local  Authority,  as  well  as  from  the 
various  churches  and  ministers  and  clergy.  During  the  year 
we  have  again  received  several  donations  from  those  who  have 
been  helped  in  various  ways,  and  this  method  of  showing 
gratitude  is  both  pleasing  and  welcome  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Committee. 
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Our  very  best  thanks  must  again  be  offered  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  his  Staff,  the  Children's  Officer,  the  Guild 
of  Help,  the  Probation  Officer,  the  Mental  Welfare  Department, 
the  Education  Department,  the  Magistrate's  Clerk  and  his  staff, 
the  N.S.P.C.C.,  the  Almoners  of  the  General  Hospital  and  the 
Royal  Infirmary  and  the  Sunderland  Police.  The  Committee 
would  also  like  to  place  on  record  their  appreciation  of  the  work 
of  the  Moral  Welfare  Officer  during  the  year,  and  especially  of 
the  assistance  of  Miss  Hedley  (J arrow  Deanery  Officer)  and 
Mrs.  Gallagher  (Clerk/Typist)  during  the  illness  of  the  Officer. 
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SECTION  H. 

THE  MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

% 

( 1 )  Administration : — 

(a)  The  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  consists  of  eleven 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  meetings  are 
held  at  monthly  intervals. 

(b)  Staff  employed  in  the  Mental  Health  Service  is  as 
follows :  — 

(1)  Medical:  — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

1  Medical  Officer  for  Mental  Health — Psychiatrist 

(Part-time),  responsible  for  the  Medical  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Service. 

2  Psychiatrists  (Medical  Superintendent  and  Asst. 

Medical  Superintendent  at  Cherry  Knowle 
Hospital),  approved  by  Local  Health  Authority 
for  certification  of  Mental  Defectives  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913- 
38. 

(2)  Social  Workers. 

Employed  at  the  Mental  Welfare  Department,  7 
Murton  Street,  Sunderland. 

1  Mental  Deficiency  Officer. 

2  Social  Workers  (Clerk/Visitors). 

*1  Home  Teacher /Social  Worker. 

1  Social  Worker  (Psychiatric  After-Care  Part-time). 
1  Shorthand-Typist  Clerk. 

Occupation  Centre,  7  Murton  Street:  — 

1  Supervisor. 

1  Supervisor  Assistant. 

Elder  Girls’  Class:  — 

*1  Home  Teacher  '  Social  Worker. 

*  Same  Officer. 
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Industrial  Centre,  Railway  Row:  — 

1  Instructor. 

Health  Department,  Thornholme  Road:  — 

1  Duly  -  Authorised  Officer  (Lunacy  and  Mental 
Treatment  Act) . 


(c)  Co-ordination  with  Regional  Hospital  Boards  and 
Hospital  Management  Committees. 

Since  the  “Appointed”  Day,  5th  July,  1948,  it  has  been 
realised  that  it  is  most  essential  tor  the  Local  Health  Authority 
Workers  to  continue  to  maintain  their  “  personal ”  contact 
existing  before  admission,  with  the  hospital  patients  and  their 
relatives — the  idea  that  after  admission  to  hospital  the  welfare 
of  patients  should  become  the  sole  concern  of  the  Hospital 
Management  Committees  or  Regional  Hospital  Boards  does  not 
now  prevail  everywhere  fortunately,  and  in  Sunderland  there 
exists  an  excellent  liaison  between  the  Medical  Staffs  and  the 
Social  Workers  attached  to  the  Mental  Deficiency  and  Mental 
Hospitals,  Almoners  and  Staffs  of  the  other  hospitals  in  the 
Region  and  Local  Health  Authority  workers. 


The  supervision  of  mental  defectives  on  licence  from  Prudhoe 
and  Monkton  Hospital  is  carried  out  by  their  W'elfare  Officer, 
and  of  those  from  other  hospitals  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Depart¬ 
ment  staff. 

The  patients  on  licence  from  the  Mental  Hospital  are  super¬ 
vised  by  the  Social  Worker,  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital,  Rvhope, 
Co.  Durham. 


(d)  Duties  Delegated  to  Voluntary  Associations. 

There  is  no  voluntary  Mental  Welfare  Association  in  the 
town  now  but  the  local  voluntary  organisations  have  given 
valuable  assistance  by  supplying  clothing,  other  necessities  and 
financial  aid  to  those  in  need.  They  are  the  Guild  of  Help, 
British  Red  (Toss,  Soldiers,  Sailors  and  Airmen  Families  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Services  Benevolent  Fund,  Ex-service  Employment 
Association,  Women's  Voluntary  Services  and  the  British  Legion. 


(e)  During  1949,  the  second  Course  for  Duly  Authorised 
Officers  arranged  by  the  Department  of  Psychological  Medicine, 
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Durham  University,  Kings  College,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  was 
attended  by  one  Social  Worker  from  the  Mental  Welfare  Depart¬ 
ment.  This  Course,  of  only  three  weeks  duration  was  neverthe¬ 
less  of  value  to  theWorker. 

(2)  (a)  Account  of  work  undertaken  in  the  Community. 
Under  Section  28,  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 

Prevention,  Care  and  After-Care. 

The  Psychiatric  Out-patients  clinic,  Royal  Infirmary,  Sun¬ 
derland  and  the  Medical  Superintendent  and  Psychiatrists 
attached  to  the  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital  together  with  the  Medical 
Officer  for  Mental  Health  for  this  Borough  who  are  available 
for  consultation  continue  to  give  valuable  service  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  Such  early  contact,  treatment  and  advice  given  by 
these  Psychiatrists  does  much  to  ease  the  demand  for  treatment 
and  accommodation  in  our  mental  hospitals.  The  local  Prac¬ 
titioners  and  Mental  Health  Works  are  encouraged  to  urge  those 
in  need  to  take  advantage  of  these  facilities  before  their  “Mental” 
health  so  deteriorates  as  to  necessitate  their  admission  to  hospital 
for  treatment.  Many  have  had  their  problems  solved  and 
troubles  cleared  away  by  psychiatric  assistance. 

The  After-care  of  ex-mental  hospital  patients  is  carried  out 
by  the  Social  Worker,  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital,  and  others  in  the 
community  by  the  Social  Worker,  Psychiatric  Social  Services 
(Newcastle-upon-Tyne),  of  the  National  Association  for  Mental 
Health  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer. 
Cases  are  referred  by  the  Probation  Officers,  Ministry  of  Pensions, 
Ministry  of  Labour,  British  Legion,  Local  Practitioners,  etc. 
This  service  is  entirely  voluntary,  however,  and  can  only  be 
carried  out,  if  the  person  is  willing  or  prepared  to  co-operate,  and 
so  the  Social  Worker  makes  every  effort  to  make  "contact”  and 
so  help  that  person  to  gradually  take  their  place  in  the  com¬ 
munity  and  face  up  to  their  responsibilities  eventually  without 
help. 
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Amount  of  work  carried  out  by  the  Psychiatric  Social  Service 

1/  vJ 

Social  Worker,  during  the  year  ending  31st  Dec.,  1949. 


Cases 

on  the  31-12-48 

21 

Cases 

referred  during  1-1-49 — 31-12-49  ... 

41 

62 

Cases 

closed  1-1-49 — 31-12-49  ... 

14 

Cases 

as  on  31-12-49 

48 

Visits 

and  Interviews 

284 

Letter 

's  sent  out 

120 

Telephone  calls 

101 

The  care  and  after-care  of  mental  defectives  is  undertaken 
by  the  staff  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Department.  Those  patients 
discharged  from  Order  under  the  provisions  of  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts,  1913-38,  are  provided  with  “friendly”  super¬ 
vision,  as  it  is  often  found  that  such  patients  continue  to  require 
advice  and  guidanceto  manage  their  own  affairs  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  Such  assistance  is  much  appreciated  by  the  patients 
and  their  parents  or  guardians.  Cases  are  referred  by  the 
Director  of  Education,  Child  Guidance  Clinic,  Probation  Officers, 
Ministry  of  Labour,  Moral  Welfare  Officer,  Children’s  Officer, 
General  Practitioners,  National  Assistance  Board,  etc.  The 
employment  and  training  of  these  persons  continues  to  be  a 
problem,  but  the  financial  assistance  granted  to  them  by  the 
National  Assistance  Board  has  been  a  great  help  and  the  “per¬ 
sonal”  contact  maintained  by  the  Mental  Health  Workers,  their 
advice  and  assistance  given  is  appreciated  by  their  parents.  The 
lack  of  residential  hospital  accommodation  is  a  great  problem, 
the  waiting  list  grows  longer  and  parents  more  worried  as  they 
realise  they  must  continue  to  look  after  their  children,  who  as 
they  grow  older  become  more  difficult  to  care  for  at  home  in 
already  overcrowded  houses  where  often  the  defective  children 
demand  and  receive  more  of  mother’s  attention  than  she  can 
really  spare.  The  number  of  visits  made  during  1949 — 2,362  and 
interviews  held — 283. 

The  Occupation  Centre  still  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  this 
Region,  continues  to  do  excellent  work,  but  unfortunately  owing 
to  lack  of  accommodation  does  not  meet  all  our  requirements. 
It  is  intended  that,  with  the  consent  of  the  Minister  of  Health, 
a  new  centre  will  be  built  in  the  near  future.  The  Centre  con- 
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tinues  to  be  an  attraction  and  inspiration  to  other  Authorities, 
many  visits  having  been  made  during  the  year  by  members  and 
officials  from  Authorities  including  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  (two 
occasions),  West  Hartlepool,  Gateshead  and  Northumberland. 

The  Medical  Officer  for  Mental  Health  reports  that  attempts 
to  decrease  the  amount  of  mental  ill-health  continue  unabatedly. 
Progress  is  made  in  the  organisation  of  and  schemes  to  use  more 
usefully  the  time  of,  whole-time  workers.  The  zeal  and 
enthusiasm  of  voluntary  workers  remains  at  a  high  level.  Yet 
the  magnitude  of  the  problem,  as  indicated  in  the  last  Annual 
Keport,  has  not  been  lessened ;  in  some  areas  it  is  larger ;  in 
some,  smaller,  but  imperceptible  for  the  most  part. 

Memorandum  of  Cases  admitted  and  discharged  from  Cherry 
Knowle  Hospital,  and  an  Account  of  work  undertaken  by  the 
Duly  Authorised  Officer  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treat¬ 
ment  Acts,  189Q~~<193Q,  during  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1949. 

There  have  been  admitted  to  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital  285 
patients,  summarised  as  follows:  — 

216  were  admitted  as  Voluntary  Patients  under  the  Mental 
Treatment  Act,  1930  (Sec.  1).  Of  these  the  Duly 
Authorised  Officer  has  accompanied  8  persons  to  the 
hospital.  Whilst  it  is  far  from  the  usual  practice  in 
this  area  to  accompany  voluntary  patients  to  hospital, 
the  Officer  having  gained  the  confidence  of  the  patient 
through  visitation,  and  where  there  is  no  near  relative 
on  whom  the  patient  can  rely,  finds  it  much  to  the 
patient’s  comfort  and  guidance  to  accompany  them, 
sometimes  travelling  simply  by  public  conveyance  or 
engaging  the  Service  Car. 

40  Patients  have  been  received  in  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital 
as  “Certified  Patients”  by  a  Summary  Reception  Order 
under  Lunacy  Act,  1890. 

20  others  have  been  received  in  the  same  hospital  under 
other  Orders  (Lunacy  Act  1890). 

9  others  have  been  received  as  “Temporary’  Patients 
under  Mental  Treatment  Act  1930  (Section  5). 

1  Patient  was  received  into  Winterton  Mental  Hospital 
“Certified”  under  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890. 
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1  Patient  was  received  into  Newcastle  General  Hospital 
Psychiatric  Ward,  by  special  arrangement. 


lie  spec  ting  the  above  patients,  71  were  conveyed  by  the  Duly 
Authorised  Officer  to  different  hospitals  and  from  various  places, 
as  under:  — 

52  were  conveyed  from  their  homes  to  Cherry  Knowle 

Hospital. 

14  were  conveyed  from  local  hospitals  to  Cherry  Knowle 
Hospital. 

4  were  conveyed  from  Central  Police  Station  to  Cherry 
Knowle  Hospital. 

1  was  taken  from  Koval  Infirmarv  to  W interton  Mental 
Hospital  (the  patient’s  residence  being  in  the  Durham 
County  Area) . 

1  other  was  taken  from  South  Shields  General  Hospital 
to  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital. 


It  can  be  reported  that  closer  co-operation  with  the  Police 
and  the  D.A-O.  is  maintained  much  more  than  formerly,  so  that 
in  some  cases,  instead  of  being  removed  by  the  Police  under 
3  days  Orders,  there  is  an  opportunity  given  the  D.A.O.  to 
arrange  medical  examination  and  a  Justice’s  Order  being  obtained 
for  their  removal  to  hospital. 
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“Certified"  Patients  were  allowed  on  “Trial 
during  the  year,  28  of  whom  obtained  their 
having  recovered  in  the  period  under  review. 


periods 

discharge, 


147  Voluntarv  and  other  patients  left  Cherrv  Knowle 

rJ  l  t 

Hospital  during  the  year.  This  figure  includes  patients 
who  were  admitted  under  orders  for  short  periods  (other 
than  certification)  and  whose  treatment  continued 
beyond  the  period  covered  by  the  order  as  voluntary 
patients. 

44  Deaths  have  occurred  in  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital  during 
the  year.  Of  these  18  were  voluntary  patients. 

Of  the  ages  of  patients  at  death  5  were  over  80;  0  over 
70;  2  had  been  in-patients  for  over  50  years,  and  4  for 
more  than  30  years. 
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Supplementary  to  the  above  90  cases  of  difficulty  have  been 
under  observation  by  the  D.A.O.  entailing  many  visits  to  their 
homes,  resulting  in  20  patients  being  subsequently  removed  to 
hospital  under  various  orders  (included  in  the  figures  above  of 
admissions)  whilst — 

18  persons  were  recommended  to  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital 
as  Voluntarv  Patients. 

10  persons  were  recommended  to  the  Welfare  Department 
for  admission  to  Highfield  Institution,  these  being  aged 
persons. 

S  persons  were  recommended  to  the  General  Hospital. 

and  for  2  persons,  appointments  were  made  to  attend 
the  Psychiatric  Consultative  Clinic  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary. 

In  addition  13  Ex-Hospital  Patients  have  received  “After- 
Care”  visitation,  and  in  this  work  it  has  been  pleasing  to  note 
the  great  improvement  in  their  mental  health  from  their  con¬ 
dition  when  conveyed  to  the  Hospital.  Some,  it  can  be  said  are 
completely  recovered  and  do  not  require  further  visits.  During 
the  year  the  D.A.O.  has  made  frequent  contact  with  the  Medical 
Officer  for  Mental  Health,  for  guidance  in  difficult  cases. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949,  Mental 
Deficiency  Care  work  was  carried  out  as  follows: — 

(1)  Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  as  on  31st  December, 

1949. 

(1)  No.  of  Ascertained  Mental  Defectives  Found  to  be 
“Subject  to  be  dealt  with”:  — 

M. 

(a)  In  Institutions  (including  cases 
on  licence  therefrom)  — 

Under  16  years  of  age  ...  13 

Aged  16  years  and  over  ...  129 

(b)  Under  Guardianship  (including 
cases  on  licence  therefrom)  — 

Under  16  years  of  age  ...  — 

Aged  16  years  and  over  ...  — 


6  19 

102  231 


2  2 


(c)  In  “places  of  safety” 

(d)  Under  Statutory  Supervision 

M. 

1 

F. 

1 

T. 

2 

(excluding  cases  on  licence)  — 

Under  16  years  of  age 

50 

43 

93 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

327 

329 

656 

(e)  Action  not  yet  taken  under  any 
one  of  the  above  headings 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Ascertained  cases  found  to 
be  “subject  to  be  dealt  with”  ... 

520 

483 

1003 

No.  of  cases  included  in  (b)  to 
(e)  above  awaiting  removal  to  an 
institution 

28 

23 

51 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  not  at 
present  “Subject  to  be  dealt  with” 
but  over  whom  some  form  of  voluntary 
supervision  is  maintained — 

Under  16  years  of  age 

- — 

— 

— 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

39 

38 

rrn 
(  l 

Total  No.  of  Mental  Defectives 

(1)  plus  (2)  . 

559 

521 

1080 

(8)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  Receiving  Training — 

(a)  In  day-training  centres — 

Und^r  16  years  of  age  ...  17  18  85 

Aged  16  years  and  over  ...  11  17  28 

(b)  At  Home  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — 

Total  ...  28  35  68 


The  number  of  the  defectives  under  Guardianship  who  were 
dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  Section  8  or  9:  — 

M. — None.  F. — None. 
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(2)  Particulars  of  Cases  Reported  During  the  Year,  1949: 
( 1 )  Ascertainment — 


M. 

E. 

T. 

(a) 

Cases  reported  by  Local  Educa- 

tion  Authorities  (Section  57, 
Education  Act,  1944)  :  — 

(i)  Under  Section  57  (3)  ... 
(ii)  Under  Section  57  (5)  :  — 

5 

2 

n 

/ 

On  leaving  Special  schools 

41 

30 

71 

On  leaving  Ordinary  schools 

15 

r~ 

I 

22 

O) 

Other  ascertained  defectives  re¬ 
ported  during  1949  and  found 
to  be  “subject  to  be  dealt  with" 

— 

4 

4 

Total  ascertained  defectives  found 
to  be  "subject  to  be  dealt  with" 

during  the  year 

61 

43 

104 

(c) 

Other  reported  cases  ascertained 
during  1949,  who  are  not  at 
present  “subject  to  be  dealt 
with  ” 

1 

3 

4 

Total  number  of  cases  reported 

during  the  year 

62 

46 

108 

(2)  Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Ascertained  defectives  found  to 
be  “subject  to  be  dealt  with” — 

(i)  Admitted  to  Institution  ...  3  1 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship 

(iii)  Taken  to  “places  of  safety”  —  1 

(iv)  Placed  under  Statutory 

Supervision  ...  ...  58  41 

(v)  Died  or  removed  from  area  — 

(vi)  Action  not  yet  taken  ...  —  — 


4 

1 

99 
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Total  ascertained  defectives 
found  to  be  “subject  to  be 
dealt  with” 


i 


43  104 


I 


(b)  Cases  not  at  present  subject  to 
be  dealt  with — 

(i)  Placed  under  Vol.  Super¬ 
vision  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

(ii)  Later  found  not  to  be 

defective  ...  ...  ...  1  2 

(iii)  Died  or  removed  from  area  —  — 

(iv)  Action  unnecessary  .. .  ...  —  — 

(v)  Action  not  yet  taken  ...  —  1 


T. 


3 


1 


Total  cases  not  at  present 

“subject  to  be  dealt  with”  1  3  4 


(3)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  in  Institutions  under 
Community  Care  including  Voluntary  Supervision  or 
in  “Places  of  Safety”  on  1st  January,  1949,  who  have 
ceased  to  be  under  any  of  these  forms  of  care  during 
1949:  — 

(a)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  ...  6  1  7 

(b)  Died,  removed  from  area,  or  lost 

sight  of  ...  ...  ...  9  7  16 

Total  .  15  8  23 

(4)  Of  the  Total  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  known  to  the 
Local  Health  Authority:  — 

(a)  Number  who  have  given  birth  to 
children  during  1949:  — 

(i)  After  marriage  ...  ...  —  4  4 

(ii)  While  unmarried  ...  ...  —  1  1 

(b)  Number  who  married  during  1949  1  1  2 

(3)  MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACT,  1913-1938 

REPORT  ON  OCCUPATION  CENTRE 

Centre: — Sunderland  Children’s  Class. 

Date  of  Visit: — 1st  February,  1949. 

Centre  Open: — Mondays  to  Fridays  (inc.)  9.30  a.m.  to 

3.15  p.m. 

Supervisor: — Alias  Scraftpn, 


Class  Room :— Premises  as  before — main  drawbacks  are 

shortage  of  space  and  lack  of  playground. 


Maximum  places:  — 

Regr.,  V.S.,  Total,  83  (17  boys,  16  girls). 

Average  attendance,  25. 

To-days  attendance,  26. 

Guides: — -No  paid  Guides — majority  of  children  are 
brought  by  parents — a  few  are  met  by  staff 
at  bus  shelter. 

Helpers,  Voluntary: — No  Voluntary  helpers. 

Helpers  Paid: — Miss  Christiansen,  Assistant  Supervisor 

Work  Taught: — Usual  Centre  Subjects. 

Amusements: — -Christmas  Party.  Summer  Outing. 

Types  of  Patients; — Chiefly  active  imbeciles  with  a  few 

feeble-minded  probably — age  range 
5-15  years. 

The  main  needs  of  this  Centre  are  at  present:  — 

(a)  Better  premises. 

(b)  Additional  apparatus  and  materials. 

(c)  Opportunities  for  the  staff  to  visit  some  other  Centres 
for  similar  children  and  to  attend  short  training  courses 
or  Conferences. 

Little  real  progress  or  expansion  can  he  looked  for  under 
present  cramped  conditions,  which  hamper  all  activities  requir¬ 
ing  freedom  of  movement.  Not  only  are  the  children  cramped 
indoors  but  they  have  no  playground  outside,  except  a  small 
garden  at  the  front  and  a  tiny  yard  at  the  back. 

Furthermore,  while  the  children  have  the  use  of  the  ground 
floor  classroom -cum-dining  room  and  'a  hut  at  the  back,  upstairs 
are  the  offices  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Department  and  the  tiny 
classroom  occupied  by  the  elder  girls’  class  who  have  to  have 
their  meals  in  the  dark  and  somewhat  damp  basement.  The 
extreme  difficulties  in  finding  suitable  accommodation  are  fully 
appreciated  but  every  effort  should  be  made  to  give  the  Senior 
Class  in  particular  more  space. 

Some  new  handwork  material  has  come  in  and  more  is  on 
order  but  the  main  need  in  my  opinion  is  for  gaily  coloured 
hessian,  etc.  and  for  more  apparatus  for  the  little  ones. 


Particular  mention  should  be  made  of  the  very  creditable 
progress  achieved  in  the  percussion  band  work  introduced  only 
a  year  ago. 

Low  beds  of  the  shelter  type  are  needed  for  the  little  ones 
rest  period. 


Since  neither  of  the  Junior  Class  staff  have  had  previous 
Centre  experience  although  the  supervisor  has  had  years  of  work 
in  a  Colony  School  department,  visits  to  other  Centres  to  see 
modern  methods  and  a  wide  range  of  apparatus  and  equipment 
would  I  think  be  of  help. 


I  suggest  that  both  classes  in  the  Children's  Centre  could 
well  be  subdivided  for  some  lessons,  although  for  lack  of  space 
both  groups  in  each  class  would  have  to  work  in  the  same  room 
and  be  supervised  by  the  same  teacher,  who  could  set  one  group 
to  some  quiet  occupation  and  take  the  others  for  more  intensive 
training. 


Considering  all  the  difficulties,  credit  is  due  to  the  staff  for 
the  progress  achieved. 

C.  M.  GAY  IN, 

Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Control. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS  1913-1938. 

REPORT  ON  OCCUPATION  CENTRE. 

Centre: — Sunderland  Older  Boys  Industrial  Centre. 
Date  of  Visit: — February  2nd,  1949. 

Centre  Open: — Mondays  to  Fridays  (inclusive)  9 — 4. 
Supervisor  : — Mr.  Mason . 

Class  Room: — As  before  but  re-decorated.  Factory 

on  ground  door  has  removed  and  their 
premises  are  to  be  used  for  store  by  a 
hrm. 

Maximum  places:  — 

Regr.,  Y.S.,  Total,  12  on  register  (all  16  or  over). 

Average  attendance:  Extremelv  good  average 
attendance. 

To-davs  attendance,  10. 

xJ 

Guides:  No  Guides — all  lads  capable  of  coining 
alone. 
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Helpers,  Voluntary:  No  voluntary  or  paid  help. 

Helpers,  Paid:  — 

Work  taught:— Some  wood  work,  raffia  work,  rug-mak¬ 
ing.  Gardening  on  allotment  (weather 
permitting  on  Wednesday  and  Friday). 

Amusements : —  Summer  outing  by  bus  to  Barnard 

Castle  last  Summer. 

Types  of  Patients : —  Adolescents  and  adults — chiefly  of 

imbecile  grade. 

Since  the  finding  of  other  premises  is  likely  to  prove  im¬ 
possible  at  present,  it  has  wisely  been  decided  to  improve  the 
existing  accommodation  as  far  as  possible.  Since  the  previous 
visit,  the  premises  have  been  redecorated  and  a  new  toilet  put 
in  to  replace  the  old  .one  (still  out  in  the  yard  but  in  a  more 
convenient  position  as  nearer  the  entrance) .  Other  improve¬ 
ments  planned  are  the  installation  of  a  wash-basin  upstairs, 
electricity  to  replace  gas  lighting,  a  telephone  and  radio  re¬ 
diffusion. 


Pending  the  installation  of  the  wash  basin,  the  provision 
of  some  portable  bowls  would  enable  the  lads  to  wash  their 
hands  before  dinner;  at  present  they  have  only  the  washing  up 

bowl. 


The  main  difficulty  continues  to  be  shortage  of  timber.  Bug- 
making  and  raffia  work  have  therefore  been  the  main  alternative 
occupation,  apart  from  gardening.  I  would  suggest  however 
that  a  wider  variety  of  handicrafts  might  be  introduced  such  as 
brush-making,  boot-repairing,  coir-mat  making,  netting  and 
knotting  and  tailoring  (under  an  instructor). 

Mr.  Mason  continues  to  run  this  Centre  single-handed, 
Later  i  hope  the  appointment  of  an  assistant  might  be  con¬ 
sidered,  particularly  if  numbers  increase.  Meanwhile  however, 
the  appointment  of  a  Dinner-Time  Attendant — a  woman,  who 
would  come  in  for  about  two  bourse  daily  to  supervise  the  serving 
out  and  washing  up  of  the’  meal  would  help  to  relieve  the  Super¬ 
visor  a  little  at  mid-day,  when  the  help  of  an  Assistant  is.  parti¬ 
cularly  useful.  Such  an  appointment  has  proved  successful  else¬ 
where  . 


I  was  delighted  to  hear  that  the  Supervisor  was  anxious  to 
start  an  .Evening  Social  Club  for  his  lads  on  one  or  two  nights 
a  week — an  admirable  plan,  particularly  if  some  voluntary 
helpers  can  be  found — for  example  from  Toe  H. 

It  would  be  of  help  if  the  Supervisor  could  visit  some  other 
Industrial  Centres  or  Colony  workshops  and  Social  Clubs  for 
such  lads. 

C.  M.  GAVIN, 

Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Control. 


Elder  Girls'  Class. 


2nd  February  1949. 

As  before  this  class  meets  all  day  from  9 — 4.30  on  Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays  and  Thursdays.  They  have  the  same  tiny  room 
upstairs  for  handwork  but  physical  training  has  now  been  intro¬ 
duced  and  is  taken  in  the  basement  where  thev  have  their 

“  e 

meals.  The  provision  of  a  gramophone  would  do  much  to  help 
the  physical  training  and  simple  country  dancing  could  be  tried. 
There  are  18  girls  (all  over  16)  on  the  register  with  an  average 
attendance  of  12  in  the  mornings  and  15  in  the  afternoons  with 
10  attending  this  morning  and  14  this  afternoon.  The  training 
value — both  in  social  development  and  progress  in  handicrafts 
is  good  and  the  girls  obviously  much  enjoy  coming  but  here  too 
cramped  conditions  hamper  any  real  development.  The  Super¬ 
visor,  Mrs.  Gray  attended  the  Refresher  Course  at  Ranskill  last 
Summer  and  much  appreciated  it. 

G.  M.  GAVIN, 

Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Control.. 


